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; dil not see the necessity of having an in- 
ate one. It apppeared dhat the “United 
ves had already gone to the expense of $14,000 
», erecting buildings upon that island; and the 
question presented to him was, whether these 
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ment, on the ground that his district abounded in || 
coal. He was proceeding to show the extent of | 
the coal mines at the thriving town of Carralton, || 
and the superior quality of the coal, when 

Mr. JONES rose to a question of order. He | 
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The amendment was again read. 
The CHAIR. This is a bill making appropri- 
ations for the fiscal year commencing on the first 
day of July last. The eighty-first rule authorizes 
amendments to be offered to provide for contingen- 


juildings should be made available to the United || submitted that there was no law authorizing the || cies in the service of any of the departments. In 


Siates Dy Selling them, or whether they should 
ive them away to the nominal purchaser of the 
island? for if we did not take the island, General 
igs General Lawson, or some other officer 
would take all the improvements, unless there was 
, special contract reserving to the United States || 
the right to sell the improvements, after the tem- || 
rary purpose for which they were erected had || 
Ca answered. Unless some gentleman would || 
give him a reason for believing that the permanent || 
ion of that island would be of use to the 
nited States, he would insist upon his amend- || 
ment. If his friend, the chairman of the Com- || 
mittee of Ways and Means, would assign some || 
iausible reason why the United States should be || 
the permanent owner of the island, he would either || 
withdraw his amendment or vote against it. 
Mr. BAYLY said, he felt under obligation to || 
pis colleague, [Mr. Meane,] for giving him (Mr. 
B.) an opportunity to take the view of the subject 
whieh his colleague had presented. He (Mr. B.) 
could not do so before on the amendment as 
offered. This island ought not to be sold. It was 
absolutely required for the use of the country, and || 
it was atmatter of surprise that the Government 
had, in the first instance, sold it as public land. 
The troops had to be removed from Mobile and 
other adjacent stations in the Summer, to some || 
yalthy point. This had to be done every year; || 
md ifthe troops were not carried to Greenwood’s 
Idand, they must be sent to some other point. || 
This island was equi-distant between Pensaco- 
la and New Orleans, and within sixty miles of 
Mobile; and the Surgeon General represented that 
it was the best place within five hundred miles of || 
New Orleans, and the adjacent stations, for a Sum- 
mer retreat for the soldiers. 





clause providing salaries for the Secretaries of 


mr contemplated by the amendment. || 
he CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman make |, 
the question that this amendment is not in order? || 
Mr. JONES. [ submit whether it is in order. 
The CHAIRMAN said, the amendment, in the || 


judgment of the Chair, was not in order. This || 


was not public property. i 
Mr. JONES said, as he understood, this was 


| 
private property. 


The CHAIRMAN said, the Chair had decided || 
| the amendment to be out of order. 
Mr. MARSHALL was understood to submit || 


that this was as much public property as the min- 
erallands. He, therefore, appealed from the de- 
cision of the Chair. 

Mr. JONES desired to put an inquiry to the 


ere the lands proposed by the amendment to be | 
surveyed public lands, or did they belong to in- 
dividuals? 

Mr. ALBERTSON was understood to say, that 
a portion was public dnd. At Canton, (Mr. A. | 
added ,) it was known that the coal lands were very | 
extensive. 

The question, ‘‘Shall the decision of the Chair 


then taken, and decided in the affirmative. 
So the decision of the Chair was affirmed, and | 
the amendment was not received. 


FOREIGN INTERCOURSE. 





the Committee on Foreign Affairs to offer the fol- 
lowing amendment, to come in at the end of the 
Legation abroad; 


“ For compensation to Theodore 8, Fay, Secretary of | 
Legation to Prussia, for his services as acting Chargé a’ Af- | 





Mr. B. here read a paragraph from a letter of 
General Lawson, showing the value and import- 
ance of the island. 

Now, Mr. B. submitted, unlesss Congress meant 
that all the troops in barracks at New Orleans, 
Mobile, and other places, were to die of yellow 





faires to that government, $1,701 40, which shall be in full 
| of his claim for all such services.” 


| Mr. HALL, (to the Chair.) 


ment in order? 


Is this amend. 


Mr. McCLERNAND requested the gentleman || 


| from Missouri (Mr. Hatt] to waive his point of 


fever, it would be necessary to provide some place || order for the moment, to allow him (Mr. McC.) 


fora Summer retreat. This island was of easy 
access by steamboat. The troops could be trans- 
ported to it at very little expense, and there was a 
good back country, from which they could be sup- 
plied with fresh provisions. If the island were 


given up, the troops would have to be sent to less | 


eligible points. By retaining the island, the troops 
could be taken out of the neighborhood of the set- 
tled parts of the country, where they could obtain 
fish, oysters, and fresh provisions from the main 
land. He hoped that the proposition to sell the 
island would be voted down. 

Mr. MEADE said, that by the unanimous con- 
tent of the committee, he would withdraw his 
amendment. °* ; 

Objection having been made, the amendment was 
bot withdrawn. 

€ question was then taken, and the amendment 
was rejected. 

The question recurred on the amendment of 
Mr. Jounson, of Arkansas, to strike out the item 
of appropriation. 

Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Savace and 

AMPTON Were appointed. 

The question was taken, and the vote stood— 
ayes 47, noes 78. 

So the amendment was rejected. 


The Clerk proceeded with the reading of the bill. 
Mr. ALBERTSON moved to raid the bill at 
end of the clause making appropriation to 


tr the expenses attending the geological exam- 
ination and survey of the fabieral land by addi 
thereto the following, viz: vd 


the Otio and the mouth of 
‘Mr. A. advocated the adoption of his amend- 


ait the Fl the Ont aad te mou 
Oto vet betwee th 
102 


to make a statement. 
Mr. HALL withdrew his point of order for the 
presen ‘ 


in order. 


uniform practice to add appropriations similar to 


ithe one he had moved to the general appropriation || 


bill. It had been customary, in case of the ab- 
sence of a minister from the Government to which 


he was accredited, or in case of a vacancy in an | 


established mission, to allow the Secretary to the 
mission the pay of a chargé d’affaires, for the 
period of his service during such absence or va- 
cancy. 


| 


| cision of the Chair. 


stand as the judgment of the committee?”’ was || 


t. 
The CHAIRMAN safd the amendment was not | 


Mr. McCLERNAND said, by reference to past 
legislation, it would be found that it had been the || 


It was to extend the benefit of this prac- | 


the opinion of the Chair these contingencies must 
be for the future. This amendment is a proposi- 
tion to pay an individual a claim of a private na- 


'| ture for services past, and,in the opinion of the 


Chair, is not _in order. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. Not from any personai 
feeling, but from a sense of duty 

The CHAIR interruptiig. Does the gentleman 
appeal from the decision? 

Mr. McCLERNAND. From a sense of duty, 





|, and upon the authority of the uniform practice of 


‘Congress in regard to such appropriations, not 
from any personal feeling, | appeal from the de- 


Tellers were ordered on the appeal, and Messrs. 


| Watziace and Goup were appointed. 
— from Indiana, [Mr. Axserrson. | || 


Mr. STANLY, (to the Chair.) Is it in order to 


| say that the Committee on Foreign Affairs were 
| unanimous in favor of making this appropriation 
| [Laughter.} 


The CHAIRMAN. 

| newed laughter.) 
The question, “ Shall the decision of the Chair 
stand as the judgment of the committee?’’ was 
| then taken, and the vote stood ayes 67, noes 54. 
| So the decision of the Chair was affirmed, and 


It is not inorder. [Re- 


|| the amendment was declared to be out of order. 


| Mr. McCLERNAND moved the following 
| amendment: 


, ; || For the full pay of the claim of Robert M. Walsh, Sec- 
Mr. McCLERNAND said he was instructed by || 


retary of legation to Mexien, for his services as acting 
| Chargé des Affaires to said Government, the sum of $1,673. 

The amendment having been read— 

Mr. MeCLERNAND said he had moved it 
| under the instructions of the Committee on Foreign 
| Affairs. 
| Mr. HALL submitted that this amendment was 
| of the same character as that which had just been 
| ruled out of order, 


i} 
|| The CHAIRMAN decided that the amendment 


| was out of order. ‘ 
Mr. McCLERNAND. I shall not appeal from 
| the decision, although I must say that it reverses 
| the whole practice of Congress in regard to such 
| appropriations. 

The CHAIRMAN. All remarks are out of 
order. 

The Clerk proceeded to read the bill. 

Mr. VINTON. 1 appeal from the decision of 
the Chair. 

Tellers were ordered on the appeal, and Messrs. 
| Corwin and Ross were appointed. 
Mr. STANLY, (to the Chair.) Under what 
|| rule does the Chair decide that this amendment is 
|| out of order, 
The CHAIRMAN. Under the eighty-first rule. 
|| Mr. STANLY. 1 ask forthe reading of the 
|| rule, 
|| It.was read, as follows: 
“81. No appropriation shall be reported in such general 








tice to Mr. Fay, that the amendment had been 
moved. 
The CHAIRMAN (interposing) said that ar- 
gument was not in order. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. Will the Chair hear 


the suggestion | desire to make? The Chair will | 


|| appropriation bills, or be in order as an amendment Whereio, 
|| for any expenditure not previously authorized by law, un- 
| less in continuation of appropriations for such public works 
and objects as are already in progress, and for the contin- 
gencies of carrying on the several departments of the Gov- 
ermnent.’? 


The CHAIRMAN directed the eighty-second 








perceive in a moment, that such appropriations 
are incidental to the administration of our foreign 


affairs. 

The CHAIRMAN. Will the gentleman have 
the ness to state where these services were 
rendered, and in what year? 

Mr. McCLERNAND. They commenced on 
the 18:h of July, and extended to the month of 
Cetober, 1848. They commenced again on the 
30th of January, and extended to the 18th of June, 
1849, embracing, altogether, a period of eight 
months and five days, and were rendered near the 
Prussian Government. If the Chair is in doubt 
as to whether the amendment is in order, | can 
refer to numerous precedents. 


rule to be read: 

‘¢ It shall be the duty of the Committee of Claims to take 
into consideration all such petitions and matters or things 
touching claims and de 3 on the United States, as stia!! 
be presented, or shall or may come in question, and be re- 
ferred to them by the House; and to report their opission 
thereupon, together with such propositions for relief therein 
as to them shail seem expedient.” 


Mr. HILLIARD inquired if this was not an 
appropriation for carrying on the State Depart- 
; 


ment? 

The CHAIRMAN replied that, in his opinion, 
it was no such contingency as made it in order. 
The Chair rded that the contingencies provi- 
ded for in the eighty-first rule were such as 


were prospectively necessary for catrying on zhe 











16)8 


a el 


departments, and that past contingencies were for the payment of certain claims held to be due to that the mutter had no 
States, and upon a failure of that Gov- |; Portuguese Government 


provided for by the eighty-second rule. 

Mr. McCLERNAND said, the mission to 
Mexico was authorized by law, and :his was 
claimed to be a contingency in that mission— 
such m contingency as came within the eighty- 
fiiet rule. 

The question was taken and the tellers report- 
ed—ayes 71, noes 55. 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained, and 
the amendment was ruled out of order. 


The following item being under consideration: | 


Pg salary ofthe Dragoman to the legation to Turkey, 
2,000? a 


Mr. MecCLERNAND moved an amendment: 


* For salary for assistant Dragoman and Assistant Secre- || 


tary of legation to Turkey, the sum of $1,500.” 
The CHAIRMAN, (to Mr. McCuiernanp.) 
For what year is the »ppropriation.designed ? 
Mr. MeCLERNAND. For the present year. 


It is a new officer. 


Mr. CARTTER raised the point that the || 


amendment, as it created a new oflicer, was out 
of order. 

The CHAIRMAN overruled the point of or- 
der. 


Mr. MeCLERNAND caused to be read a letter | 


from the Honorable G. P. Marsh, our Chargé- 


d’ Affaires at Constantinople, showing the necessity | 


for this appropriation. He said he would only 


add to the letter, that he understood that Mr. | 
Brown, the present Dragoman and Secretary of | 


the mission to Constantinople, was on his way to 
the United States. 
if so, whether it was his intention to remain here, 
he (Mr. McC.) did not know. But if he re- 
mained, it was absolutely necessary to make this 
provision. It was only after the training of a num- 


ber of years thata person could be qualified to || 


discharge the duties of Dragoman at Constanti- 
nople; and it-was to prepare a person for those 
duties that this amendment was proposed. 


The question was taken, and the amendment of | 


Mr. McCierNanp was agreed to. 


Mr. McCLERNAND, under instructions from | 


the Committee on Foreign Affairs, also offered the 
following amendment, to come in at the end of the 
appropriation for the Chargés d’Affaires, viz: 


** And for compensation to John P. Brown, Secretary and | 


Dragoman of the Legation to Turkey, for his services at 
different periods as acting Chargé d’Affaires to that place, 
7 483, which shail be iu fall payment of his claim for such 
services.’ 

Mr. CARTTER raised the point, that the 
amendment was out of order. 


The CHAIRMAN sustained the point of order. 
he following item being under consideration: 


“ For salaries of Chargés d'Affaires to Portugal, Austria, || 


Denmark, Bweden, Holland, Belgium, Naples, Sardinia, 
the Papal States, Peru, New Granada, Venezueia, Buenos 
Ayres, Bul. via, Guatemala, and Beuador, $72,000.” 


Mr. BAYLY moved the following amendment, | 


For outfit of Chargés d’Affaires to Portugal, New Gra- 
peda, Guatemala, and Ecuador, 818,000. 

Mr. BAYLY said, as he knew he should be 
asked to explain the necessity for this amendment: 
he might as well meke the explanation at once. 


The Secretary of State had informed the Commit- | 


tee of Ways and Means that there would be a 
change in the chargés d’affaires in these four 
missions, and that new chargés would be sent out. 
lf so, these outfits would be necessary. 

He should probably be asked, too, what neces- 
sity there was for this. All he had to say in reply 
to that was, that he did not know what the neces- 
sity was; and further, he did not think it was his 
duty to know. The foreign affairs of the country 
were in the charge of the Executive and of the 
Senate; and, exeept in very strong cases—(he 
could very well conceive of cases in which this 
House ought to interfere)—in the ordinary changes 
of ministers and conduct of our foreign relations, 
unless there was some ground to believe that there 
was some impropriety at the bottom, he thought 
the House ought to vote what the branch of the 
Government having the charge of our foreign af- 
fairs estimated to be necessary. 

Mr. McCLERNAND (Mr, Bartr yielding the 
floor) said, with regard to the appropriation asked 
for the restoration of the mission to Portugal, he 


would say this: The committee and the country | 








W hether it was true or not, or | 


s Government |) 


|| the Uni 
\| ernment to comply with the demand, that he was 
|| instructed to withdraw and come home. He pre- 


| sumed it to be trae—in fact, he had no doubt of it; | to the President of the French Rep 
|| that since these instructions were given and since | King of Sweden, leaving it to the 


|| this demand was made, an arrangement had been 
| initiated between the Portuguese minister here and 
| the Secretary of State, whereby some ninety-odd 
| thousand dollars of these claims had been admit- 
|| ted or would certainly be paid, and whereby the 
balance of the claims preferred by this Govern- 
| ment against Portugal, including the claim grow- 
ing out of the brig Armstrong, which was pecnepe 
| the only remaining one, was to be referrec 
King of Sweden for arbitration. 
| was in a train of satisfactory arrangement. In 
|| view of these facts, the Secretary of State desired 
| an appropriation for the outfit of a chargé d’af- 


} 


'| faires to Portugal, if it should be deemed proper || 


|| to send one there. 

With respect to Ecuador, and one or two other 
places named in the amendment proposed, he 
would add, upon what he considered reliable au- 
thority, that it was the desire of the diplomatic 
acents of the United States at those places to re- 
turn home, and that it was expected they would 


sirable to continue these missions at all, the ap- 
|| propriation asked was or might become absolutely 
| necessary for that purpose. 

Mr. CARTTER opposed the amendment, and 
characterized the proposed appropriation as a ver 
extraordinary one. It contemplated the possi- 
bility of this Administration sweeping off its own 
agents—the dinlomatic agentsof its own selection. 
This Administration, for the sake of feeding and 
fattening its political hangers-on, it appeared, was 
|| under the necessity of changing its own diplo- 
matic agents every thirty or sixty days, for the 
sake of givinga new set their outfit and infit, 
amounting to some thousands of dollars, 
willing to comply with the necessity of sustaining 


put such men in their places as would hold out 
throngh one presidential term; but he was un- 
| willing to vote an appropriation, to be placed at 
| the control of the Executive, to meet the expenses 
| of prospective changes of this character, and for 
| this purpose. 

| Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, moved to amend 
| 

' 

| 

| 

} 


the amendment, by striking out $18,000, and in- 
serting $20,000. 

He said that, according to the very peculiar di- 
| plomacy of the late Administration, or of its Sec- 
|| retary of State, it was considered important (and 
|| it had proved to be efficient) to bluster with Por- 
tugal, to send a squadronto Lisbon, and to give 
| out threats, or at least to make a show of force; 
'and he understood that the Portuguese Govern- 
|| ment, on agreeing to settle the largest portion of the 
| claims made against them by our Government, 
|| stated that they agreed to pay them, not because 
| they believed them to be just, but because they 
|| were obliged to yield to force, and to the appre- 
| hension that if they did not comply with the de- 

mand, our naval force would be employed against 
‘them. He was informed that a portion -of our 
| Mediterranean squadron, under the command of 
|| Commodore Morgan, who was said to he a man 
|| who could talk well and bluster some—though he 
(Mr. S.) knew nothing of the gentleman and he 
|} intended to say nothing disrespectful of him—had 
|| been sent into the Tagus, simultaneously with the 


j 
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to the || 


The whole thing | Tennessee for saying that the late Admin 





| 
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w been arranged b 

; Y the 
" reeing to 
| the claims, and with noun i poate . 
ernment had agreed to refer them for ‘arbitratin, 


ublic, or to the 


Port 
| ernment to decide between the two. ugvese Gov. 


| It was very fortunate that a new réoj 
janet place, and that ey were placing our farted 
relations on a proper basis, and maintai i 
honor of our rabies , MBRIDIRARING he 
Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, said h 
| should like to know on what authority it was seid 
' that the late Administration had blustered in - 
matter. What authority had the gentleman from 
' 
had sent part of our squadron into the Toguen 
intimidate Portugal? He had received no such 
| information. 
Mr. STANTON said, he had informatio 


: n of 
authentic character, that the Portuguese * 


Gover 
i e . . Nh. 
ment, in making this offer to our Governmen; 


| said that it did so, not because it believed the 
claim to be just, but that it yielded to force, 
| Mr. STEVENS. Where does the gentlems, 
| get his information? From ary official communi. 

cation from any of the departments? or from news. 


return at an early day. If, therefore, it was de- || paper authority? 


Mr. STANTON. | ask if the gentleman js qu. 
| thorized to contradict it? 
| Mr. STEVENS. Contradict it! I am not 1 
| prove a negative. When a gentleman rises an 


|| makes a charge against an Administration, he 


| least ought to be prepared to prove it, and until he 


| 


| 
| 
! 
} 


| 


these political paupers, ifthe Administration would |! 





| 


| 


\| demand being made upon the Portuguese Govern- | 


|| ment for immediate payment. This policy seemed || to citizens of the 


|| to have succeeded ,and the Portuguese Government, 
| knowing nothing of the powers of the different 
|| departments of our Government, yielded to the 
|| demands made upon them in this way by the late 
|| Administration, Oar Chargé at, Lisbon was in- 
|| structed, if his demands were not acceded to within 
|| a certain time, to demand his passports and return 
‘| home. He did retarn—— 











| does prove it, I hold it to be a fabrication, and | 

| pronounce it to be a fabrication; not of the genile. 

| man, but of that prolific race of liars who seribi|. 
for the press 

| Mr. STANTON. I have it from the highest 


authority. 


| Mr, STEVENS. Tell us whe? Some genile- 
He was || 


men hold a letter writer.to be ** high authority,” 
some hold the ‘* Union,”’ and some * The Repub- 

lic ” to be ** high authority.”” Which of all these 
| the gentleman alludes to | do not know, but I pre. 
| sume to some village newspaper in his district. 
But I want to know on what authority the late 
| Administration is charged with violating any prin- 
ciple of our Constitution, in attempting, like ihe 
Administration immediately preceding, to make 
war upon its own aathariiy’ I do not believe, for 
| a moment, that General Taylor’s administration 
| ever intimated that if Portugal did not submit to 
' our demands, the naval force of the Government 
would be brought\to bear against her; and until 


| 
i 


} 


there is high authority brought forward—such as 
gentlemen who are not determined to believe such 
reports at any rate, will think entitled to beliei—[ 
will not believe it. I, know nothing of it person- 
ally; | have no information from official quarters 
about it. I am not-one of those who go about the 
departments at any time to ask information, or to 
obtain the confidence of the public officers. Bu 
I have such entireconfidence in the administration 
of General Taylor and his Cabinet, that I feel no 
hesitancy in saying that! disbelieve it; and unless 
a gentleman wiil say on his word that he has sees 
authentic documents to the contrary, I say that | 
do not believe it. a, 
Mr. McCLERNAND (Mr. Srevens yielding 
the floor at his request) said, he had already stated 
that it had been understood that our Chargé d’Af- 
faires at Lisbon (Mr. Clay) had_been instructed 
| to make a final demand upon the Portuguese Gov- 
ernment for the payment of claims held to be due 
United States. It had also been 
reported, that the Secretary of the Navy had or- 
dered two of our public vessels into the Tagus for 
| the purpose of enforcing these demands, if neces- 
| sary, by a bombardment of the capital of Porw- 
gal; but he felt quite confident that this report was 
untrue. It was probably true that a public vesse! 
had been pe ad | to await Mr. Clay’s pleasure, 
and to bring him home, if his demand should be 





|| Mr. McCLERNAND (interposing) wished to rejected, and he should deem it proper to come 


| correct the gentleman. 
| home, and it was not absolutely certain that he 
|| would return. Nor was it yet known whether 


the pending negotiations between the two Goy- 


|| ernments would be luded h i ; 
were doubtless aware that a report had been in | qnpaiaded bere ot: 6 iene 


circulation for some time that our chargé d'affaires 
at Lisbon (Mr. Clay,) had been instructed to make 
a final demand wpon the Portuguese 


coningrny whet might arise—the appointment 
of a new ¢ 
Mr. 8TA 


d’affaires. 


N (resuming) said he understood 


| hence the appropriation was asked forto meet a 


He had not yet returned || home. 


He presumed this was the full extent of 
the order. 


Mr. STEVENS (resuming) said, he had no 
doubt but the statement of the gentleman from 
HMinois, who held such a relation to the depart- 
ment ag enabled him to get authentic information, 


was correct, and to be relied on, notwi ding 
the high authority to the of letter-writers 
and newspaper editorials, which the gentlems 
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dence. 


: dment was rejected, 

ac? STANTON , of Tennessee, moved to in- } 
wt. the appropriation to the sum of $19,000. || 

fe bad submitted this amendment (he said) for 


i} 
she purpose of saying a word in explanation. It | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 


ee 





Tennessee seemed to consult with so much || regard to the amendment he had offered. Such an | 
|| appropriation was desired by that officer, Mr. | 
rhe question was taken, and the amendment to || McC. suid that we had lately concluded a conven- | 
|| tion with Great Britain whereby we had, together 


with that power, guarantied the neutrality of the || 
canal proposed to be located and constructed | 
through the State of Nicaragua from ocean to | 
ocean. That convention, therefore, made it im- | 


} not been his intention, in the remarks he had || portant to this Government to be put in diplomatic 
nade, to represent that this Government had issued || communication with the Government of Nicara- 


to any portion of the naval forces to bom- | 
ars of the Portuguese cities. But he had in- 
ynded to 88Y, what he thought must be palpable 


1» the mind of every gentleman, that this portion 


Mediterranean squadron had been sent to the 


of our . . 
Tus for the purpose of producing that impres- | 
onupon the mind of the Portuguese Government, 


ind he thought that gentlemen might find some- | 
jing in the annual message of the late President | 


sbich looked to the same object and was calcu- || value of our distant 


iyied to produce the same Eran. 
Mr. BUTLER, of Pennsylvania, rose to a point | 
of order. He submitted that the gentleman was 
pot sneaking to the amendment. 
The CHAIRMAN said, the Chair could not | 








| 


| the amendment to the amendment. 


gua. In fact, it became almost, if not 
cessary that we should do so if we would enable | 
ourselves to fulfill the guarantee in question, and to || 
secure our interests in that State. Besides that, | 
the canal proposed to be made would, when com- 
pleted, afford one of the quickest and best com- | 
munications between our Atlantic and Pacific pos- 
sessions. And such a communication, it was un- 
deniable, concerned very materially, not only the 
possessions on the Pacific, | 
but also the strength of the tenure by which we || 
hold them. \| 
The CHAIRMAN stated the question to be on | 


uite, ne- || 


Mr. JONES. This is a proposition to create a 


verceive that the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. || new chargéship. I think it is. And | submit to 


Srantow) could be called to order on the ground || the Chair whether the amendment is in order. 


relevancy in his remarks. 
Mr. STANTON proceeded. 
ident’s annual message the following paragraph: 
une omission of Portugal to do justice to the Ameri- 
can claimants, has now assumed a character so grave and 
cerious, that I shall shortly make it the subject of a special 
messeto Congress, with a view to such ultimate action 
gs ite wisdom and patriotism may suggest.” 
Well, (continued Mr. S.,) Mr. Clayton found 
« shorter mode—not by directing a bombardment, | 
bat by sending an intelligent officer with a portion 
of our Mediterranean squadron, and permitting 
hem to bluster about and produce upon the Por- | 
wevese Government the impression that a bom- 
hgdment was contemplated; and in this manner 
free a settlement of the claims. Ido not mean 
wticularly to condemn this policy, if it suits 
tw fancy of gentlemen on the other side of the 
House. 
The CHAIR interposed. 
Mr. STANTON, (taking his seat.) Well, sir, | 
hat is all | have to say. 
Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, said he was | 
opposed to the amendment. The gentleman from | 
Tennessee [Mr. anne had undertaken to 
prove from the message of the late President of | 
the United States, that there was some counte- | 
nance there given to what the gentleman had said— 
thet the President had sent a talking Commodore | 
with a squadron to bluster and intimidate the Por- 
uguese Government. Now, on the contrary, the 
message to which the gentleman had referred, de- 
clared that if the difficulties were not settled—what 
then? Why, the President would submit the 
matter to the wisdom and patriotism of Congress; 
not that he would order a bombardment; not that 
he would direct our naval force to take any steps, 
but that he would submit the matter to Congress. 
And the gentleman, in candor, having read that 
extract from the message, should have said, that 
nothing was further from the idea of the late Ad- 
ministration than to send a squadron to operate 
in conjunction with our representative there. Any 
such intention was in fact disclaimed by the very 
message which the gentleman had read; and the 
te President had intimated, that if hostile meas- 
wes must follow the failure to settle the difficul- 
lt, the proceedi would be conducted in the 
proper constitutional mode, by submitting the mat- 
fer to the consideration and action of Congress; 
herefore—— 
The CHAIRMAN interposed, and 
Mr. STEVENS took his seat. 
Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. 1 should very 
much like to ask the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
'. Stevens] a question. 
Mr. STEVENS. Well, sir. 
The CHAIR. It is not in order. 
The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ment to the amendment was rejected. 
e amen then recurring on the amendment 
of Mr. Bavty, 
Mr.MeCLERNAND moved to amend it, as 
follows, viz: 


«Por salary and outfit of Chargé des Affaires to Nicara- 


of 








Mr. MeCLERNAND said that he had been 


advised of the views of the Secretary of State in 








|| them, 


it 


| 


|| founded. Here was a simple suggestion made, || on “pt ey Bn 
ary of a Commissioner to reside in China, inclu- 


| 
| 


' 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has no doubt || 


I find in the Pres- | that the amendment is in order. 


| | 


Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, now proposed to 
amend the amendment of Mr. Bayxy, by reducing | 
the sum to $9,000. 

[It will be seen that the amendment was inad- || 
vertently received, though subsequently ruled out || 
as not in order—being an amendment in the third 
dapat h | 

Mr. McLANE declared his intention to vote || 
against the amendment of the gentleman from Vir- || 
ginia, [Mr. Bayiy,] on the ground that it was ir- || 
regular, if not unprecedented, for the House to || 
vote those appropriations, until the events which 
rendered them necessary should actually have || 
taken place. He thought that the argument of the 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Carrrer] was well | 


that those changes would take place in the course || 
of a year, and upon that suggestion these appro- 
priations were called for. Let Congress wait, and 
see what the actual requirements of the public ser- || 
vice were; and, when the changes had actually || 
been made, it would be time enough to make ap- | 
propriations for new ministers and new chargés. 


GLOBE. 








© To pay Alexander Hammett, as acting chargé d'affaires 


to Naples, under instructions from the Secretary of Stare, 


from the Tat of May, 1847, until the Qist of June, 1848, one 
year and one hundred and wwelve days, $5,156 25.” 

The amendment having been read— 

Mr. HALL raised the question of order. 

The CHAIRMAN ruled it out of order. 

Mr. WHITE, (to the Chairman.) Is not the 
amendment reported from the Committee of Ways 
and Means? 

The CHAIRMAN. 


It is reported under in- 


| stractions from the Committee of Ways and 


Means, by the chairman of that committee, [Mr. 
BayYty. 
Mr. WHITE. Can this committee rale the 


/ amendment out of order? 


The CHAIRMAN. In the opinion of the Chair, 


‘| it isthe duty of the committee to decide these 
| questions of order. 


If the provision had been in- 
serted in the original bill,as reported from the 
Committee of Ways and Means, the chairman 
would have decided, as the Committee of the 


| Whole on the state of the Union will remember 


he uniformly has decided, that thiscommittee could 
not strike it out. But the proposition to insert the 
provision as an amendment is a different question. 
And, in justice to himself, the Chairman must say 
that the amendment of the gentleman from Illi- 
nois [Mr. MeC.iernanp,] was reported from the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, and was ruled out 
of order. The Chair decides that the amendment 
is out of order. 

An appeal was taken from this decision, by 
whom the reporter knows not. 

Tellers were ordered, and Messrs, Fow.ier and 
Meape were appointed. 

And the question, * Shall the decision of the 
Chair stand as the judgment of the committee?” 
was taken, and decided in the affirmative—ayes 
73, noes 40. 

So the decision of the Chair was affirmed. 

On motion by Mr. BAYLY, a typographical er- 


| ror in the 708th line of the bill was ordered to be 


corrected, 
Mr. MEADE moved to amend the item for sal- 


| ding the additional compensation under the act of 


lith August, 1848, $6,000, by increasing the appro- 
priation to $7,000. 

Mr. M. made a single remark in explanation, 
which could not be heard, but the purport of which 


| was understood to be that the amount of the 


He (Mr. McL..) should cheerfully vote outfits for || present compensation was too smali, considering 


any missions that might be required. But it was 
a totally different thing to come in here with these | 
informal suggestions, and call upon the House to | 


codperate, thus in advance, with the President and | 


Senate. He should vote against the amendment, | 


because he thought it irregular and improper. || 


Congress should wait until the public service re- | 

quired those changes to be made, and not legislate 

on these irregular suggestions from the State De- | 
riment—— 

Mr. McCLERNAND, (interposing.) Will the 
gentleman from Maryland [Mr. McLane] allow | 
me to interrupt him for a moment? 
Mr. McLANE. Scontalolte 
Mr. MeCLERNAND. pon the question | 
whether these missions should be continued, I 
have nothing to say. But the gentleman from | 
Maryland (Mr. McLane} is mistaken as to the | 
ground upon which these appropriations are asked. | 
He bases them upon the ground that changes are | 
to be made. It is not upon that ground, as I un- | 
derstood, that the appropriations are asked. 
upon the ground that the gentlemen now holding | 
these posts have signified their intention to resign | 


. 





Mr. McLANE was about to proceed. 

The CHAIRMAN now stated, that the amend- | 
ment of Mr. McLane could not be entertained 
for the reason stated above, 

The question then recurred on the amendment 
to the amendment. 

Tellers were ordered, and Mr. Srrone and 
Mr. Ewe were appointed, 


It is || 





| the expenses to be incurred. 
| The question was taken, and the affirmative 
| vote was 50. 

Tellers were ordered. 

The amendment was again read. 

Mr. BAYLY. I desire to speak against the 
amendment. 

The CHAIR interposed to order. 

Mr. BAYLY. Neo one has asked for an in- 
crease of thissalary. The Administration has not 
asked for it. 

Calls to order. ] 
he CHAIRMAN. The Chair will entertain 


} 


\| no proposition until order is restored. 


amendment? 

The CHAIRMAN. Not while the House is 
dividing. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. 
the amendment in order? 

The CHAIRMAN. Iris. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. Then I move to amend 
the amendment by striking out $1,000 and insert- 
ing $500. And I desire to say, that when this mis- 
| sion (if it may called so) was first established, the 
fr of the commissioner was fixed at $5,000 a 


Mr. BAYLY. Can I not speak against the 
Is an amendment to 


year. Since then, in the year 1848, an act of Con- 
gress was passed to carry into effect the treaties with 
China and with the Ottoman Porte, whereby cer- 
tain duties were devolved upon the Commissioner 
| to China, in consideration of which, the salary 
_ was increased to $6,010. At that time it was sup- 

posed that this compensation was adequate. [ 


And the question being taken, the vote stood— | have not heard since then, from any authentic 


ayes 71, noes 48. 
So the amend ment to the amendment was agreed to. 
The question then recurred on the amendment, 
and it waa agreed to, 
Mr. BAYLY. I am instructed by the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means to offer the following 
amendment: 


source, that there was occasion for any further in- 
| crease—the salary having already, as | have s 

| been increased from $5,000 to $6,000. 

| Mr. MEADE was understood to say that he 
should like to see thig body in the habit of regu- 
lating the salaries of the various officers of the 
Government according to their own judgment, and 
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Now, he had come to the conclusion that the in- 
crease of this salary was necessary. He stated 
several reasons to show its neczsaity, viz: the 
distance of the station; the fact that the Minister 
had to pay his own expenses to and from; that it 
was a disagreeable place of residence; that the ex- 
nses of living (some of which he enumerated, 
ut in a tone inaudible to the reporter) were enor- 
mously high. He saw no reason why there should 
not be an increase of salary of this diplomatic 
agent, so as to approximate it in some degree to 
the salaries of our other officers of this class. 


The question was taken, and the amendment of | 


Mr. Meape was rejected. 

Mr. HiILLIAR 
atrike out $6,000, and insert $9,000. 

He said there was no reason why this should 
not be a full mission. 
great, if not greater, than those of any of our 
diplomatic agents. In addition, the Minister to 
China paid his own expenses; it was a distant 
perk and the expenses of travel, as well as of 
i 


ving there, were very great. He had, moreover, || 


no perquisites whatever. He (Mr. H.) hoped, 
therefore, $9,000 would be given. 

Mr. STRONG opposed the amendment. 
said that our ministers plenipotentiary in Eng- 
Jand, France, Spain, Russia, &c., resided at the 
courts of the sovereigns to which.they were sent, 
but this was not the case with our Minister to 
China. He was sent out principally for the pur- 
pose of looking after our commercial interests there; 
and instead of residing at Pekin—the seat of the 
court of the Chinese Empire—he resided at Can- 
ton, and for that reason was not subjected to the 
expenses attendant upon court presentation and 
other expenses to which a minister plenipoten- 
tiary was subject. He argued, therefore, that it 
was unnecessary to raise the salary to that of a 
full mission. 

The question being on the amendment of Mr. 
Hriwrarp— 

Mr. STRONG called for tellers. 

Tellers were not ordered. 


moved an amendment, to | 


The expenses were full as || 


| 





} 


| 





} 
i} 


{| 


{i 


| B.) had submitted. The appropriation for sea- 


| there was no necessity for making an appropria- 


|| or upon the western waters, 


American seamen? 
ion was not in order. 

The CHAIRMAN, It is impossible to hear 
what the gentleman from Illinois is saying. 

The clause in the bill was read. 

Mr. RICHARDSON restated his point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has decided 
several times that it is not competent for the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, on 
a point of order, to strike out, or hold to be out of 
order, a clause in a bill which has been referred to 
it by the House. Such points of order can be en- 
tertained only by the House. The Committee of 


He submitted that the provis- 


| the Whole on the state of the Union have no con- 


trol over any other committee of the House; and 
therefore the Chair overrules the point of order of 
the gentleman from Illinois. 

Mr. BAYLY moved to insert an aaeeiiel 
section appropriating $50,000 for the relief and 
protection of American seamen on the Atlantic 
coast, to be disbursed through the Secretary of 
the Treasury. 

Mr. B. desired to remark, he said, that if the 
Committee had understood the amendment pro- 


| posed by the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Mar- 
He 


SHALL,] and which had just been adopted, they 
would not have voted in the proposition of the 
gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Marsnatt,] or 
if they had, they would not have voted it in with- 
out a proposition similar to that which he (Mr. | 


men out of the protection of our laws, beyond 
our jurisdiction, and who have to go to our consuls 
for protection, had been made from the found- | 
ation of the Government. It was necessary, be- 
cause they were beyond our jurisdiction. But | 


tion for the relief of our seamen upon the coast, 


Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, rose to a 
point of order. He submitted that the gentleman 
from Virginia [Mr. Barty] was arguing against 
another amendment, and not in favor of his own. 

Mr. BAYLY. I am doing no such thing. I 
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rc ical came 2) 
of acting without the command of the Executive. || bill of $125,000 for the relief and protection of || man employed on board a steamboat 


in the Wes 
» OF at len, 
egea, for the 
erection ang 
Considerable 
re Unwillin 


contributed his twenty cents a month 
that amount was deducted from his w 
purpose of creating a fund for the 
maintenance of those hospitals. A 
sum was appropriated for destitute A 
men in foreign countries, but they we 
it appeared, to make provision for destitute ,,.’ 
men at home. If a seaman from Ohio or P a 
Toern ee ae sick and destitute Is ts 
city of New Orleans, there was no isi 
for his relief. ; Browne Made 
The design of his amendment was 
the hands of the Secretary of the Trea 
to be disbursed for the relief of this meritori, 
class of men in the West. On what Principle a 
it that money was given to destitute hiaes 
abroad? It was on the principle that the Gove ‘ 
ment ought to protect the men who were ented 
in the commerce of the country. What he j, 
sired was, that the same advantages should be 
extended to those engaged in the same PUTBuits op 
the inland waters. He was surprised that ven). 


tO place jn 
Bury a fond 


| men should resist so reasonable a proposition, He 


| trustéd, however, that those gentlemen who re 


| proposition of the gentleman from 


sent the West would support the proposition, z 

Mr. CARTTER said, that although he was a 
western man, he was, nevertheless, opposed to the 
Kentucky, 
There was some apology for the appropriation of 
money by the Federal Government for the Support 
of American seamen in foreign countries. T), 
reason was manifest. They were beyond th 
reach of friends, they were fay from their home: 
and it was the duty of this Government to provide 
for them under such circumstances. He agree 
with the gentleman from Kentucky, that very litte 
of the public treasure ever reached the Wesi, but 


| he disagreed with him entirely in regard to the 


propriety of this mode of obtaining it. If the 
West could not receive it appropriately and for 
national purposes, they did not want it. Ther 
was no more reason for creating a gratuity fund 


| out of the Federal Treasury, for the boatmen 


on the western rivers than there was for provi- 


‘The question was taken, and the amendment to || am undertaking to show, and itis perfectly inorder |; ding such a fund for stage-drivers on the road, 


the amendment was rejected—ayes 43, noes 75. 
The question recurring upon the amendment of 
Mr, Meape— 
Tellers were asked and ordered, and Messrs. 
Ricwarpson and Duncan were appointed. 


| for me to do so, that the committee having voted 


| ina provision for the domestic protection of sea- 


| men on our western rivers, should also adopt my 
amendment—because the sailors on the sea-coast 
| are more exposed. And I say that if the former 





| 
i 


or any other class of laboring people. They 
had got a system of hospitals on the lakes and 
rivers, which were designed to support themselves 
by the voluntary contributions of the class of per- 
sons for whose benefit they were erected. There was 


The question was taken, and the tellers reported, || provision was right, a fortiori mine is right, be- || under that system no taxing of one portion of the 


ayes 55, noes 73. 


So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. McCLERNAND offered the following 
amendment, to come in at the end of the appro- 
priation for the salary of the interpreter and secre- 
tary of the mission to China, viz: 

“For payment of the balance due and unpaid to Peter 
Parker for public services, according to the intent and 
spirit of the appropriation for the purpose, contained in the 
act making appropriation for the civil and diplomatic 
expenses of Government, March 3, 1847, the sum of 
$1,941 80, which shall be in full payment of all official and 
unofficial services contemplated by such appropriation.”’ 

The amendment having been read 

Mr. SWEETSER raised the question of order 


n it, 
PM. McCLERNAND referred to the appropria- 
tion bill of 1847, It was impossible to hear what 
he said; but he was understood to submit that the 
amendment he had offered was merely in fualfill- 
ment of an object appropriated for by a former 
bill. 

The CHAIR interposed, and ruled the amend- 
ment to be out of order—and all remarks upon it. 

The amendment was not entertained. 

Mr. MARSHALL moved the following amend- 
ment: 
s* For the relief and tion of the marines on the west- 


ern waters, the sum $50,000, to be disbursed through the 
Seeretary of the Treasury.’ 


u 


Mr. M. was understood to submit that the ob- | 


ject of the amendment was to increase the fund to 
disbursed through the marine hospitals, for the 
purpose of protecting a class of men who could do 
nothing to protect themselves. 

Tellers on the amendment were ordered, and 
Messrs. Ewine and Hampton, were appointed. 

The question was taken, and the vote stood— 
ayes 65, noes 61. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. RICHARDSON rose to a question of or- 
der. He desired to know whether there was any 


jaw authorizing the original appropriation in the 


| 





| 





cause on the Atlantic coast, where there are con- 
stant storms and shipwrecks, such relief is more | 
required than it is on the western waters. But | 


| within our own jurisdiction there is no propriety 


in either of the amendments. They are not anal- 


| ogous to the provisions of the bill. I hope that my 
| amendment may be voted in, and that, when the 
bill comes into the House, both the amendments }| 


may be voted down. 

Mr. BROOKS said, he desired to call the atten- 
tion of the gentleman from Kentucky to the pro- 
vision of the bill contained in the eight hundred 
and sixty-first, and four subsequent lines on the | 
thirty-sixth page. The appropriation that he de- | 
sired he would find contained in that provision. Ib} 
was for supplying a deficiency in the fund for 
the relief of sick seamen, including the furnishing 
of marine hospitals on the western waters. And 
it was quite a large appropriation. 

The CHAIRMAN reminded «the gentleman 
from New York, that he*could not proceed with | 
his remarks, unless he submitted a motion. 

Mr. BROOKS said, that he rose for the purpose | 
of opposing the amendment of the gentleman from 
Virginia; and in order to do that, he was proceed- 
ing to show that there was no necessity for the | 
appropriation proposed by him for the Atlantic | 
coast, nor for the appropriation proposed by the 
gentleman from Kentucky for the western waters; | 
because there was already an appropriation of two 
hundred thousand dollars for the very purposes 
contemplated by the gentlemen. 

Mr. MARSHALL, having moved to amend 
the amendment by inserting the word * Pacific,” 
said that he would merely state, in reply to the | 
gentleman from New York, [Mr. Broows,] that | 
there was not one cent appropriated by the Gov- | 
ernment of the United States, with all its ap- 
parent liberality, for the purpose of assisting in 
the erection of hospitals on the western rivers. 
Indeed the West got but little of the money of this 
Government for any purpose whatever. Every 








| 


community to support another. It did not make 
a distinction between one class of the laboring com- 
munity and another, tothe disadvantage of one 
and the benefit of the other. The system was a 
good one. But he would ask, what constitutional 
right they had to take money out of the Treasury 
for any such purpose? If they bestowed it upon 
the sailors or boatmen on the Mississippi river, 
they must bestow it on the boatmen navigating 
the branches of the Mississippi; and if they ex- 
tended the gratuity to them, they might be called 
on to extend it also to all those employed on the 
canals and railroads, and even the ordinary roads 
of the country. For all of these pursuits were 
equally hazardous, though none of them were 
particularly so. He could not see the least pro- 
priety in creatinga fund of this kind. When the 

est asked for money, he hoped it would be fora 
more legitimate purpose than that proposed by 
the amendment of the gentleman from Kentucky. 

Mr. HALL inquired of the Chair, if it was now 
in order to move to amend the proposition? 

The CHAIR replied, that it was not now i 
order. 

The question was then taken on the amendmen' 
of the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Marsal.) 
and it was not agreed to. 

The question recurred on the amendment of the 
gentleman from Virginia. S 

Mr. HALL inguired if it would be in order 
move to amend that amendment? ; 

The CHAIR replied that it would be in order. 

Mr. HALL then moved to insert the words 
*‘ and everybody else.”” 

Ail that he desired to say was this: He was 00 
aware that persons employed in navigating vessels, 
and in merce generally, were any more ent 
tled to consideration on the part of this Gover 
ment than any other class of citizens. He knew 
of no reason why they should priate money 
out of the Treasury of the United States, and be- 
stow it upon men employed ‘upon steamboats 



















| 


gts . : 
siividuals were entitled to receive money from 
his Government because their occupation was | 


ss mach entitled to iton that ground as any other || 


} n in the community. 
ing, cae ling to this city to prosecute clai 
ion Persons traveling y op taims 
in. ag 


nent ifany persons did, for it was not to be denied || 
ihat their pursuit was a most hazardous one. l 
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or in any other useful occupation. If) fi 


|| of order. 


Bat seriously speaking and in a single word, if || plain; but the leave was not granted. 


! 
' 


eeference to persons employed in agricultural | regarded the amendment as out of order, in the | his characteristic vigilance to enforce retrenchment 
ee because the matter had never been re- 

ferred : 

sanction; and secondly, because it was out of order || making suitable explanations, and the amendment 

agardous, he thought members of Congress were || in the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill. 


; ri , , and economy, had called for the previous ques- 
to the Committee on Military Affairs for its || tion, and thus cut him off from the opportunity of 


D | was rejected. The gentleman from Kentucky 
The CHAIR decided the amendment to be out || [Mr. Stanton] had now made the explanations 

2 || which he had intended to make, when he was cut 
Mr. McCLERNAND asked for the unanimous | off by the previous question. 


| 
-ainst the Government, if they should get sick on ! consent of the committee to make an explanation, || Mr. JONES asked if the wages were not fixed 
ihe way, Ought to receive aid from the Govern- } which he was sure would satisfy the committee. 


| by act of Congress? 

Mr. MORTON said he believed not. 
|| Mr. JONES. Who then fixed the rate of wages? 
| Mr. MORTON declined going into these conver- 


Objection being made, 
Mr. McCLERNAND moved for ‘leave to ex- 





and an appropriation was to be made at all for such a i] The following clause being read, viz: gations, while his allowance of five minutes was gii- 
Dug purpose, It ought to be made gereral There was || « Por compensation of four assistants, draw-keepers at || ding away. The objection made by the gentleman 
wag yo reason for drawing a distinction. All persons || the Potomac Bridge, including oil for lamps and machinery, || from Tennessee to this increase of pay was, that 


nen eqgaged inan honest calling he regarded as equally 





| firewood, and repairs, $5,000.” 


] laborers could be obtained to do the duties at §1 50, 





m- meritorious, and he wanted to treat them all pre- || Mr. STANTON, | of Kentucky, moved to || and would consider that sufficient remuneration. 
ed cisely alike. \ || amend the above, by inserting the following, viz: || This was a remark which might with as much 
dle. Mr. CHANDLER was opposed to the amend- || “ Provided. That the allowance of the two assistants || justice be applied to others, as well as to these 


| 








ment of the gentleman from Missouri, [Mr. 1 employed in koaping thecaptborn draw shall be GAper day.” | laborers. He had no doubt that persons might be 


on Hatt.] He was not only opposed to appropri- | _Mr. STANTON explained, that the-object of found to fill the seats on this floor, or to assume 
le. aung money for everybody, but he was opposed || his amendment was not to increase the amount of | the duties of Speaker of the House, who would 
He io appropriating it for particular classes of individ- || the appropriation. It was simply to raise the || be ready to assume the duties at a less compensa- 
re vals, and especially members of Congress, who | wages of the two persons eg ets in attendance || tion than is now paid to us. But when we are 
while these seamen and boatmen were battling || at the southern draw of the bridge from §1,50 to || fixing the compensation of these persons who are 
a with storm and tempest, and paying their twenty || $2 per day. He had before him the petition of || in the employ of the executive Government, we 
he cents a month out of their wages for hospitals, | these individuals, asking that their pay may be in- | ought to give them ample wages. They have 
y. st comfortably smoking their pipes in ease and | creased to $2, They represent, that for a portion || their residence here, and are compelled to labor all 
of safety, and regaling themselves with every luxury. || of the year they are not only employed during the || day, and part of the night, during one season of 
rt He was sure that members of Congress must feel || day, but also a portion of the night; and for the i the year, and for the residue of the year the whole 
he truly grateful, however, to the gentleman for his | residue of the year, through the whole of the || night. He hoped this Government would never 
he proposal to provide an elemosynary arrangement | night. In addition to this petition, he had the || adopt the policy of employing men who had fami- 
8, for their benefit. | certificate of the Commissioner of Public Build- || lies to support, at a pitiful rate of pay which would 
de The question was taken on the amendment of || ings. which he would send to the Clerk’s table, || not enable them to support those dependent on 
ed the gentleman from Missouri, and it was not || for tae purpose of having it read. |} them. Certainly it was our duty to exercise as 
le agreed to. || Mr. DUNHAM asked if the amendment was || much liberality to those in our service as others 
at The question recurred on the amendment of the || in order? || do. He trusted that the gentleman from Tennes- 
ne gentleman from Virginia. | The CHAIR understood that this was an ap- see, who always exhibited such vigilance in re- 
he Mr. ALLSTON moved to add the words ‘‘ and || propriation made by authority of law. || form and retrenchment, would come to the con- 
or the Gulfof Mexico.”’ | Mr. HAYMOND rose to make a remark, ! clusion that it would be better to commence his 
re Mr. BAYLY suggested to the gentleman from '| when | reductions with members of Congress, and not 
id Alsbama that it would be better to introduce a | The CHAIR called him to order, and decided begin by cutting off the pittance of our day and 
n separate amendment for the object that he desired, that the amendment was in order. '| night laborers. 
Is as what was proposed for his bill was not sufficient Mr. STANTON then asked for the reading of | “Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, thought the gen- 





t, to cover the cases on the whole Atlantic and Gulf 1 the certificate of the Commissioner of Public j tleman had made a mistake in moving this amend- 





y coast. His object in moving the amendment was } Buildings. || ment. He was opposed to it, because this appro- 
d to get the matter into the House, where the whole | Objection was made, but the question being put H priation, if it should pass, would render it necessary 
s could be voted down. | to the committee. and decided in the affirmative, || to take the increase in these wages from the pay of 
r The question was taken on the amendment of || the certificate was read. || other laborers, who were equally meritorious, and 
3 the gentleman from Alabama, and it was not || Mr. JONES rose to oppose the amendment, | whose pay ought not to be diminished for the pur- 
le agreed to. He reminded the committee that this same ques- || pose of increasing the wages of these individuals. 
e The question was then taken by tellers (Messrs. | tion had been before the House at an earlier part'| Mr, STANTON denied that such was the in- 
I° McWintre and Grinnewt acting as such) on the || of the session, when a gentleman from Virginia | tention of his amendment. 

le amendment of the gentieman from Virginia, and || had submitted a proposition for this increase of | Mr. BROWN said, that he must then have been 
4 the ayes, being counted, were 36. The further |; wages, which was rejected. One of these persons | misled by the gentleman from Kentucky. 

al count was abandoned, and || had recently called to see him on the subject. He || Mr. STANTON referred to the clause to show 
y The amendment was not agreed to. || said he was getting $1 50 a day, which was about that this item of wages was connected with the 
n Mr. KING, of New Jersey, moved the follow- || $480 a year, or over. He asked the man whether | items of oil, lamps, &c., and theappropriauon was 


f ing amendment, viz: | 


“For additional contingent expenses of foreign inter- 
course, $4,000,” 


_ Mr. K. said, he proposed this amendment at the 
instance of the chairman of the Committee on 








he knew any business to which he could go, where || for all these matters. 

he would earn more? Hesaid he could not. He || Mr. BROWN said, he understood that very 
(Mr. J.) then asked him if he did not think there || well. The appropriation was designed for all the 
were other persons who could be got to attend to | objects which were specified. But you say these 
the business for $1 50 aday? The man replied, || men shall receive $2 a day instead of §1 50. 
that perhaps there were many, but that they did |, Where was this additional half-dollar to come 


that commitiee. In consequence of a communi- || not so well understand the duties which were re- || from? It must come from the wages of the other 


d 
¢ 
Foreign Affairs, acting under the instructions of 
e 


cation received this morning from the State De- 
partment, it was apparent that the amount called 





¢ for by the appropriation in the bill for the contin- 
, gencies of foreign intercourse would fall short to 
the amount specified in his amendment. Addi- | 
tional objects of expenditure had presented them- | 


elves which would render this additional appro- 
pation necessary. 1 
i Mr. BAYLY. What are they? i 
Mr. KING, (resuming.) They are contin- || 
: fencies of foreign intercourse. The particular | 
} lems have not been communicated to me. But I | 
understand that these new items of expenditure 
‘rise out of a communication made by the Gov- 
ermments of Great Britain and of France, relating 
‘othe necessity for making some investigation into 
the condition of affairs in the West Indies. The 
particulars have not been stated. It is at the re- 
quest of the Committee on Foreign Affairs that I 
ve submitted this amendment. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. McCLERNAND said he rose by the 
unanimous instruction of the Commigtee on For- 
eign Affairs to move the following amendment. 
A sec entte rare, br te Bae 
| scdoriirer the Unted Bune ie niesion gran ary 


Mr. EWING raised the question of order. He 





of those on this side exactly as they have been. || 


quired of them. Now, $1 50 a day appeared to || laborers in our employ. [t belonged to the item 
him to be iperany ie wages—more than laborers | of wages, and must be taken from the wages of 
here, or in any ot 

make. But even if it was otherwise, he did not | provision. He was very willing to give these 
think the introduction of the amendment exactly || laborers $2 per day, but he could not consent to 
| right. It proposed to give to the attendants at the || rob Peicr to pay Paul. 

| southern draw 


er part of the country, usually | those who are excluded from the benefit of this 


per day, while it left the wages | The amendment to the amendment was rejected. 
|| ‘The question being on the amendment moved by 
He saw no good reason for making this distinc- | Mr. Stawron— 
tion. | Tellers were demanded but not granted, and on 
Mr. STANTON explained that the labor at the || a division there appeared—ayes 42, noes 55. 
southern draw was greater because there was There being no quorum, the roll was calied, and 
more commerce through that end of the bridge than’, the committee rose, when the Chairman having 
the other. || reported to the House the fact, the House again 
Mr. JONES said he saw the draw on this side || went into Committee of the Whole. 
frequently opened. Perhaps the proposition was | The question was then put on the amendment, 
confined to one side for the present, because it | Messrs. Mason, and Kine of New Jersey, being 
might be thought hazardous to ask Congress for | appointed to act as tellers, when the vote was an- 
too much at once. He had no doubt that by and | nounced—ayes 65, noes 55. 
by the ye wend ee for an appropriation | So the amendment was agreed to. 
to raise the wages of the others. | Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, under instruc- 
Mr. MORTON moved to amend the amendment 1 tions of the Committee on the Districtof Columbia, 
My aoe out §2 py cplaining $l 50. ne - | moved the following amendment, viz: 
is for purpose of ex ning, that early in the ‘“ i repairi e side c 
session, he was authorized by the Committee on || gor ——_ as; ine nen Wee foster 
the District of Columbia to move to increase this || north of the Capitol, the sum of $3,000, to be expended under 
priation for wages from $1 50 to $2 per day. || the direction of the Commissioner of Public Buildings”? 
e gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr.Jowgs,) with || Mr. BROWN explained that this appropriation 
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was rendered necessary by the arrangement which } 
had been recently made between the corporate au- || 


So the amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. BAYLY said he was instructed by the 


thorities of the city of Washington, and the Balti- || Committee of Ways and Means to submit the fol- 


more and Ohio Railroad Company, by which the 
depdt was to be removed from its present position. 
This change would render it necessary to make 
some alterations in the grounds and walks in the 
vicinity of the Capitol. If gentlemen would take 
the trouble to examine the grounds, they might 


satisfy themselves as to the propriety of the amend- 
ment, 


Mr. McMULLEN put a question as to the | 


ownership of the grounds. 

Mr. BROWN replied, that they were public 
property, and entirely at the dispos.! and under 
the control of Congress. 

Mr. McMULLEN opposed the amendment. 
The removal of the depét might not take place, 


and then this appropriation would not be required. | 


it would be time enough to grant the money when 
the change was made. He saw no immediate ne- 
cessity for the appropriation. 

Mr. BROWN replied, that all the arrangements 
between the corporation and the company had 
been completed, and the change would take place 


without delay. As soon as practicable the depot | 


would be removed. 

Mr. McMULLEN said, he did not in the least 
intend to doubt the statement of the gentleman 
from Mississippi. But the removal of the build- 
ing would necessarily occupy some time,’ and 
when that was done it would be time enough to 
make the appropriation. He very much regretted 
to see the growing disposition on his side of the 
House to run into extravagance. He had ob- 
served this tendency forsome years past, and he 
was sorry to see it. 

The question being about to be taken, 


Tellers were demanded and ordered, and Mr. | ‘im. 
|| Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi. 


Tartor, and Mr. Brown of Mississippi, were 
appointed. 

The vote was then announced—ayes 71, noes 64. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. JONES moved to amend the bill by 
striking out the item appropriating $3,000 for com- 
pleting the improvements on Indiana avenue, 

Mr. JONES said it would be remembered that 
in the early part of the present session an appro- 
priation of $7,000 for the completion of Indiana 
avenue was inserted in the deficiency bill, and 
now we are again called on to appropriate $3,000 
more for the completion of thisavenue. We were 


assure! before that the $7,000 would be sufficient | 


to complete the avenue, and surely this additional 
$3,000 cannot be wanted. 

Mr. BAYLY said the gentleman from Tennes- 
see was mistaken as to the fact. The original 
estimate submitted to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, when the deficiency bill was in prepara- 
tion, was for $10,000 to complete Indiana avenue. 


For the purpose of preventing any suspension of | 


the work during the Summer season, the com- 
mittee made an appropriation in that bill for $7,000 
in part. This ree which is now appropriated 
therefor, is only to make up the amount in the 
original estimate. No appropriation is asked for 


beyond the $10,000 which is required to complete 


the work, 


The amendment was rejected. -| 


Mr, BROWN, of Mississippi, under instruc- 
tions from the Committee on the District of Colum- 
bia, moved to amend the bill by inserting the fol- 
lowing additional clause: 

“For making improvements on New Jersey avenue, 
south of the Capitol, $2,000, to be expended under the Com- 
missioner of Publie Buildings.” 

Mr. B. explained that New Jersey avenue was 
in fact a continuation of Indiana avenue, for which 
a appropriation had just been made. The onl 
difference was, that New Jersey avenue run seanb 
of the Capitol, while Indiana avenue ran north. 
Every one might see that they were the same. It was 
proper that everything around the Capito! should 
have a good appearance,and be in good keeping, 
and there could be no better time than the present 
for making these improvements. The item had 
been under the consideration of the Committee on 
the District of Columbia, If the committee did not 
think the amendment a proper one, it might be 
voted down. 

The question being about to be put, tellers were 
demanded end ordered. Mr. Moore, and Mr. 
McLawe of Maryland, were appointed, and the 
vote was announced—ayes 70, noes 57. 


| The Chair decided the amendment to be out of 








| lowing amendment : 


“ For paying balance due to Peter Gorman for furnishing 


i] stone for Pennsylvania avenue, $260 65.” 


Mr. BAYLY desired only to explain to the 
| committee the circumstance which rendered this 
| appropriation necessary. A contract was made 
| with Mr. Gorman to furnish a supply of paving 
| stones. In the adjustment of his account, when a 
| settlement was made, a foot and a half was fixed 
| as proper to be allowed for wastage. It had been 
| found, however, that this was insufficient, the ac- 
| tual wastage being two and a half feet. The dif- 


| ference was allowed Mr. Gorman in passing his 
|| accounts, but no appropriation had as yet been 


made. 

Mr. HUNTER rose to inquire if this amend- 
ment was not out of order? 

The CHAIRMAN decided that the amendment 
was not in order, on the ground that it was a pri- 
vate claim. 

Mr. BAYLY said he could show the Chair that 
this amendment did not come within the rule laid 
down by the Chair. 

The CHAIRMAN called the gentleman from 
Virginia to order. 

Mr. BAYLY said he was only endeavoring to 
put the Chair right as to a matter of fact. It was 


| no private transaction, but had arisen out of a 


contract, and had been settled at the department. 
The CHAIRMAN inquired if the gentleman 
appealed from his decision. 
Mr. BAYLY said he did; his complaint was 
that the Chair did not understand the object of the 
amendment, and would not allow him to explain it. 


order as it was a private claim. 

I think the 

Chair is laboring under a mistake, This is nota 
rivate claim. 

The CHAIR. The gentleman is out of order. 

Mr. STANLY. Does the Chair decide the 
amendment to be out of order? 

The CHAIR. It is out of order—the Chair so 
decides. 

Mr.STANLY. On what ground? 

The CHAIR. The Chair does not recognize 
the right of the gentleman to propound these in- 
quiries. 

Mr. STANLY. A member has as undoubted 
a right to ask these questions, as the Chair has to 
decide this amendment out of order. 

The question being,about to be put on the ques- 
tion, ** Shall the decision of the Chair stand as the 
judgment of this House?” 

Tellers were demanded and granted. Mr. Har 
and Mr. Citweman were appointed tellers, and 
the vote was announced—ayes 56, noes 69. 

So the decision of the Chair was reversed. 

Mr. PAYLY said he desired to explain this 
amendment, as he supposed it would now be in 
order for him to do. The case was the very re- 
verse of that suggested by the gentleman as not 
being authorized by law. This claim had been 
adjusted and allowed by the department originally. 
It was no more a private claim than was the claim 
of a member of Congress for arrearages of his 
own pay. The party was acknowledged by the 
department to be entitled to the money, but there 





was no appropriation, and without an appropria- 
tion the money could not be paid. 

Mr. RICHARDSON inquired of the gentleman 
from Virginia, (Mr. Bayty,] whether the money 
had not been heretofore appropriated ? 

Mr. BAYLY replied that the money had been 
appropriated, but that it had gone back into the 
Treasury, because the account had been settled 
and paid upon the erroneous supposition that ‘he 
was not entitled to so much as it was afterwards 
ascertained that he was entitled to. The account 
was subsequently reéxamined and readjusted, but 
the money had gone back into the Treasury. 

Mr. RICHARDSON said he never yet knew 
the Government to make anything by a reéxami- 
nation. On the contrary it always suffered loss. 
He took it for granted that the first adjustment in 
this case was the proper one. 

The question was taken on the amendment, and 
it was adopted. | 
| Mr. McCLERNAND moved that the commit- 
tee rise; which motion was carried in the affirma- 
| tive—ayes 70, noes 65. 





adjourned. 
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The committee rose accordingly; and 
On motion by Mr. CLINGMAN, the Ho, 











PETITION, &c, 
The following petition and memorial 
sented under the rule, and referred to 
priate committees: 


By Mr. WALDEN: The petition of William Atkin 
= oo extension of patent for manufacturing lodia ary 
eloth. b 


By Mr. KING, of New Jersey: A memori 
ranee companies in the city of New York, for 
tection of life on board of steamers. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, August 21, 1850. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa, presented the Memoria) 
of Edwin James, senior, and Edwin James 
deputy surveyors of the public lands j 
praying to be indemnified against loss in con’ 
quence of the unlawful annulment of their eon. 
tract by the surveyor general of St. Louis, Mis. 


were P 
the 8ppro 


al from iney, 
& LAW for pry, 





’ Junior, 
N lows 


| souri, for surveying public lands; which Way 
| referred to the Committee of Claims. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, presented the me. 
morial of John B. Walbach, asking COM pensation 
for services rendered in 1801, and for €Xpenseg 
and losses incident to said services; which was re. 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES, 

Mr. DOWNS, from the Committee on Priny, 
Land Claims, to which was referred the bil\ {o, 
the relief of Mrs. Maria Taylor, reported back the 
same without amendment, and asked the indy). 
gence of the Senate to allow the bill to have iy 
second reading then, in order that it might be cop. 
sidered and disposed of at once. 

No objection having been made, the bill was 
read a second time, and considered as in Commit. 
tee of the Whole, and no amendment having been 
proposed, it was reported to the Senate and or. 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading, and was 
subsequently read a third time and passed. 

Mr. DAYTON, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to which was referred Senate bill No, 
288, being the bill authorizing the payment of in. 
terest to the State of New Hampshire for advances 
made for the use and benefit of the United States 
in repelling invasion and suppressing insurrection 
at Indian Stream in said State, reported back the 
same without amendment. 

Mr. JONES, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to which was referred the memorial of Mrs. Le. 
wright Browning, widow of the Jate Robert L. 
Browning, a lieutenant in the navy of the United 
States, submitted a report in writing, which was 
ordered to be printed, accompanied by a bill for 
the relief of Lewright Browning, which was read 
and ordered to a second reading. ; 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the memorial of John W. Mount, asking 
an increase of pension, reported a bill increasing 
the pension of John W. Mount; which was rea 
and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Com 
merce, to which was referred the bill for the relit 
of Charles A. Kellet, reported back the same will 
out amendment. 

MONEY EXPENDED FOR BOOKS. 

Mr. ATCHISON submitted the following 1es0- 
lution, which lies over one day under the rule: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be required © 
ascertain and report to the Senate the amount of won 
drawn from the contingent fund of the Senate, for the pu'- 
chase of books and maps by order of the Senate, since We 
lst of December, 1844, 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS IN THIS DISTRICT. 

Mr. SHIELDS presented the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered and to: 

Resolvea, That the Committee on Public Lands inquire 
into the expediency of settingapart a portion of the public 
domain to aid in the support of public schools in the Distict 
of Columbia, and that the said committee report by bil! ot 


BILLS PASSED. saad es 

The bill granting the right of wa making 
a grant of lend a State of Ayeeouis in aid of 
the completion of the military road from Memphis 
to St. Franbis, and the bill to extend the port of 
Keer , were severally read a third time, aad 
aoag eats A LNA He 
sentatives, au eS 
furnish the State of Alabaina with duplicates of 
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pooks and documents heretofore supplied by | communication made to Congress by virtue of a 
e and which were destroyed by the re- || resolution which has passed thia body, 


vent ourning of the capitol of said State, was read || compiled under the direction of the late Secretary 


«third time as amended, and passed. 
PUBLICATION OF BOOKS. 


On motion by Mr. MANGUM the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the following reso- | 


jpuion: 

Resolved, That Mr, Palmer have leave to withdraw, take 
out a covyright for, and print on his own account, the docu- | 
mens entivied “ A comprehensive view of the principal in- | 
dependent maritime countries of the East,’ i!lustrated by a 
chart, which accompanied the report of the Secretary of 
gate to the Senate, under date of 23d of April last, and ré- 
‘red to the Committee on Foreign Relations; and that the 
gecretary of the Senate be and he is hereby authorized to 
uhserive for three thousand copies of the work, together 
with the chart, uvder the above title, for the use of the 
senate; provided the same shall be delivered by Mr. | 
Palmer at a price pot exceeding two dollars per copy of not | 
jess than five hundred pages octavo, printed on fine paper, 
and neatly bound in muslin. 


Mr. WALKER. I will Pereess myself in op- 
position to that resolution by simply calling the 
reas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. RUSK moved to amend the résolution by 
striking out the latter portion of it, directing the 
Secretary of the Senate to subscribe for three thou- 
sand copies of the work. 

Mr. MANGUM. I hope the honorable Sena- 





| 





tor will will not press his amendment, as it would ! striction of tariffs. 


be fatal to the whole matter. This work has | 
been got up at vast expense, and the Senate will | 
recollect that a very high estimate was placed on | 
it by the late Secretary of State in a communica- | 
tion made to this body. If this amendment shall 

prevail, the work cannot be published. I under- | 
stand that it has been drawn up with great ability, | 
and pretty much under the superintendence and | 
patronage of the State Department, and at its in- 
stigation. The work, when printed, will ¢onsist | 


of about five hundred pages, with a chart which 
has been made at great expense and with great | 


| of State. 
|| So much, then, in answer to that part of the gen- 


} 
| 


| 
| 


| 
| 


| 


It comes to us in that authentic form. 


tleman’s proposition. But the Senator anticipates 


| that if we publish this work, or subscribe for any 


copies of it when published, it will lead to like 
results in various branches of industry and other 
departments of the Government. e have al- 
ready published, I believe at this session of Con- 


gress, ten thousand extra copies of the report of || 


the Secretary of the Treasury, a labored report 
involving the industrial pursuits of ali this broad 
land. We have published ten thousand copies of 
a labored work which attempts to show the neces- 


| sity of protection to American industry,a doctrine 


which I believe finds favor on the other side of the 
Chamber. I voted for the publication of that work, 
because I was perfectly willing that those doc- 


culated broadcast, on the ground that error may 


and combat it. Here, then, is a document which 


| we have already published, involving, as gentle- 


men say, all the industrial pursuitsof the country. 
Well, now, here is a document which was fur- 
nished from another department, involving the 
interests of commerce, which are against the re- 
is it not right and just, then, 
that these views should be spread before the peo- 
ple of this country for the purpose of facilitating, 
and aiding, and advancing the interests of com- 


Secretary which came here and was printed directly 
by order of this branch of the Government? If 
we may take the whole mass of the report of the 
Secretary of State and publish it if we think prop- 
er, we may, also, if it is advisable, and | believe 
it is, select from it those portions which come more 





dificulty. The pas cannot exceed two dollars, | 


and the paper wi 


be fine and the exécation good. | 


directly to the aid of commerce, and offer sugges- 
tions and hold out inducements which may be 
beneficial to the commerce of the country. If that 


The work, itis supposed, will be of inestimable || be the case, it is equally as proper to take the 


value to the Governwent, and I really hope, there- 
fore, that the amendment will be withdrawn. 


| 


Mr. HAMLIN. I hope the Senator from Texas | 


will withdraw his amendment. 
detain the Senate. I will take the speech of the 


Senator from North Carolina, and indorse it as | 


my own. The views he has suggested are, I 
think, correct. I believe the work will be valu- 
able to the commercial interests of the whole coun- 
try, vast!y more so than any work which has yet 
been published under the direction of the Senate. 
Mr. DAWSON, I am desirous of voting for 
this proposition, if I can do it consistently. As I 
understand it, this is a compilation of: various 
views of certain maritime Powers in the world 
which is presented for publication, and that the 
copyright is to be taken-out in the name of the in- 
dividual who has compiled the work. It is said 
that it will be vastly beneficial to the country on 
account of the valuable commercial information 
which it will diffuse, and that, therefore, the Con 
gress of the United States should make an appro- 
priation for the publication of the work by sub- 
scribing for three thousand copies. Now then, 
sir, every other interest in the country—the agri- 
cultural, manufacturing, and so forth—may claim 
the same right to encouragement. And are we 
not about to establish a precedent which would 
involve the country in very large appropriations 
to cause these publications to be made? Not ap- 
propriations directly, but in a worse shape, indi- 
rectly, by subscribing in advance for copies. I 
submit this view merely to inquire if this is’ con- 
sistent with the practice of this Government, and 
if it is intended in this way to lay the foundation 
of a system of general appropriations for all the 
interests of the country? Then I will be prepared 


to vote aye or no. But I see nothing in this par- 
ticular measure, anxious as I am to see it pub- 
lished, which would justify me as a Senator in 
making appropriations to procure its publication, 
copeaialt 


y when I know nothing myself of the con- 


tents of the work, and when it has not been 
pared under any resolation or authority from 
Government, but is simply the act of an 


ual now ——_ the codperation of Government 
to re its publication. 


individ- 


r. HAMLIN. A word in reply to what has 


fallen from the Senator from Georgia. This is 


| 


| 
| 





copies of another printer as to print them ourselves. 
1 can see no distinction between the two cases. 
Mr. FOOTE. After all that has been said in 


I do not rise to || relation to the merits of this publication, | can say 


trines—erroneous in my opinion—should be cir- | 


be promulgated where truth is left free to pursue || 


merce in that section of the country which is com- | 
mercial? And is it different from the report of the | 
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| and where ie this matter to end? 
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the shape of a proposition for an appropriation to 
It was || employ a gentleman as an agent to collect mate- 


rials and publish a book, and I am riot sure that it 
was not rejected for two sessions. 

Mr. FOOTE. TI can assure the Senator that ho 
proposition in reference to this work was ever be- 
fore the Senate until the present session. The 
former proposition was simply to send out an 
agent. 

Mr. RUSK. ‘The Senator is mistaken. I am 
too well acquainted with the work and the author 
to be under any misapprehension. He is a highly 
intelligent gentleman, by the name of Palmer, and 
I know him well. At thelast seasion of Congress, 


| after a full debate, a proposition to appropriate 


four or five thousand dollars to employ him as a 
commercial agent to publish a hook was rejected 
by a large majority. The same materials, [ un- 
derstand, have been prepared by him on his own 
volition, and by some resolution of the Senate 
they were called for from the Department of State, 
and received the sanction of the late Secretary of 
State. It may be a very valuable work, and I 
have no doubt that it is, from the ability and in- 


'| telligence of the author, but are we to subscribe 


for every valuable book that is published? There 
are hundreds more valuable, perhaps, than this, 
This is for the 


| benefit of a particular class only; but, if we are to 
| go into this business, let us subscribe for such 





| works as are of general benefit. 


|| favorably acquainted with it. 


I am opposed to 
this system of book publishing, involving us in 
the expenditure of thousands of dollars, when, as 
all know, if the works are really valuable, they 
will be published by private individuals. 

Mr. DAYTON. This is in truth a cubject with 
which we have been a great deal acquainted for 
some time past, yet I think we have been most 
At all events, those 
| who have atany time inspected the work of this 
gentleman have pronounced apon it in terms of 
approbation. The Secretary of State under a for- 
mer Administration gave such sanction to the sub- 
ject that he recommended it strongly to the con- 
sideration of Congress. The late Secretary of 





| State (Mr. Clayton) likewise appreciated the la- 


| bors of this gentleman highly, and the present 
Secretary of ‘State looks upon them in the same 
light. The Committee on Foreign Relations, 


but little; but | beg leave to remind the Senate that || whose attention has been especially directed to 
the author of this work has had the good fortune || this subject, speak in the same terms of those la- 


| to enjoy the warm and decided approbation of 
| two Administrations at least of this Government. 
This is the same individual in favor of whom the 
late Administration recommended an appropria- 
tion of $10,000, the object of which was to dispatch 
him—for he was the person almost designated at 
the time—to Asia for the purpose of collecting 
information on the important subject of which he 
treats so ably in this work. The late Adminis- 
tration seemed equally to approve of his labors, 
for the late Secretary of State, after a thorough 
scrutiny of this book, recommended it to the favor- 
able consideration of this body. The Committee 
on Foreign Relations had this matter before them, 
as you, sir, are aware, and, upon examination of 
it, unanimously decided thatit was of much value, 
and recommended that its publication should take 
place in the mode proposed. The present Secre- 
tary of State, then a member of this body, as we 
all know, rose in his place and delivered a formal 
eulogy on it, and stated that he had examined and 
ascertained the merits of this work, and was pre- 
pared to vouch for it. Under such circumstances 
can gentlemen hesitate about making this appropria- 
tion, and recompensing a patriotic and public- 
spirited man for the arduous labors he has ex- 
pended in the public service? True, in the first 
place they were voluntary, but the result of those 
labors was called for and officially presented to 
us at the instance of the ent of State. 
Therefore } think that, under all the circumstan- 
ces of the case, inasmuch as we have every reason 
to believe the work to be one of vast importance 
to the commercial interests of the country, as has 
been asserted by the Senator from Maine, [Mr. 
Bane) we ought not to hesitate about making 
this small appropriation, portoginly as it is prob- 
able that it can never accomplish the high purpose 
to which it is devoted, unless we shall provide for 
its diffusion in the manner . 
Mr. RUSK. This matter is an old acquaint- 
ance of mine, and has been here for some three, 
four, or five years. In the first place it cane in 





| bors, and recommend them to the favorable con- 
sideration of Congress. The labors themselves 
| have been produced in part by the resolution of 
Congress, and now the only quéstion is, whether, 
under these circumstances, we will put the thing 
in a situation which will enable this employé of 
| Congress to spread his manuscript matter before 
the public? Inasmuch as it is a matter of that 
especial character, having no ith interest, to 
make it readable, if f may be allowed the expres- 
sion, or attractive tothe public mind, it is necessary 
to give some aid in this form to the attempt to se- 
cure the benefits of those labors. I am prepared 
to give it, and not because it favors one particular 
class or interest, to wit, the commercial interest, in 
preference to another; for I take it that anything 
which tends to the spread of commerce tends to 
the benefit of agriculture and of all the manufac- 
turing and industrial interests of the country. 
Commerce stands simply in wreferenice to every 
other industrial interest aa the wagon stands to 
the farm—it is merely the vehiclé by which its 
products are carried to market. Anything, there- 
fore, which tends to extend facilities or accommo- 
dations of this kind, although its primary benefit 
may be to commerce as such, yet its ultimate and 
real benefit is to that which stands behind and is 
the subject of commerce. I therefore deal with 
this as a question which applies to the great 
industrial interests of the country, and I hope, un- 
der all the circumstances of the subject, the Senate 
will not hesitate to grant the aid asked for. 

Mr. SOULE. I cannot but join in the com- 
mendation which has been bestowed on this book, 
I have had occasion to read it, and [ think it 
valuable, and well calculated to impart much in- 
formation upon the matters of which it trédts. | 
think it is one of those books whith will mdéré 
than repay whatever expenses the Governimeiit 
may incur in siding its publication. | had occa- 
sion to read in some French Review the opinioti 
which was entertained by sortié of the Highest s¢i- 
entific authorities in France upon thede researched 
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of Mr. Palmer, and the commendations rendered 
to him are such as to show that they must have 
considered his researches of great interest. We 
are generally in the dark as regards the relations 
which may be established between this country 
and the countries to which these researches refer, 
and I have no doubt thata proper appreciation of 
these relations will be conducive to the extension 
of our mercantile relations, and by the extension 
of our mercantile relations we shall improve, as 
was very properly said by the Senator from New 
Jersey, every other branch of industry belonging 
to the nation, I shall, therefore, be in favor of 
its publication as proposed, 

Mr, RUSK. My recollection is different from 
that of the honorable Senator from New Jersey. 
This gentleman has been memorializing Congress 
for several years, and has been very anxious to 
get this work before the Senate. As it is sail to 


contain some new information, which it did not 


contain when the work was before us, and was 
once rejected, as [ think, I will move that the fur- 
ther consideration of this subjett be postponed till 
to-morrow, for the purpose of looking into the 
work a little more, 

Mr. FOOTE, I hope that a postponement will 
not take place, The subject has been before us 
repeatedly, and has been ofien and fully explained, 


and as a portion of the work has been in print for || 
«n month or more—though I believe that which it is || 


proposed to publish now is much enlarged, and that 
there is much additional information to that which 
was formerly laid on our tablese—members have 
had sufficient opportunity to examine it, We 
might as well postpone every other question which 
comes up as to postpone this. Although I should 
regret to lose the vote of the Senator from Texas, | 
think there are enough members sufficiently in- 
furmed on the subject to act upon it this morning. 

Mr. RUSK, will withdraw my motion to 
postpone the subject. 





Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. 


might be written; and if the argument of Senators 
iw to prevail, that we should publish all the books 
which would be beneficial to the United States, 
certainly this Capitol would not contain them. We 
have heretofore confined ourselves to one rule, that 
only original researches, only results which flowed 
from the investigation of persons employed by 
Congress, should be published. We now enter 
on a new field. All that has been said in com- 
mendation of this work [ am prepared fully to 
endorse, The gentlemen who has prepared this 


work has bestowed many years of labor upon its || 


preparation, and with the Senator from Texas 
pi Rusx] and myself it is an old acquaintance. 

hese researches, | think, were once styled ‘* The 
Geography and History of the unknown country 
of the East.””. They were referred in manypscript 


to the Joint Committee on the Library, and, after |! 


some time spent, and a very slight investigation, 
with frequent conversations upon the subject in the 
commiuiee, they were withdrawn. Subsequently 
1 advocated the publication of a portion of the in- 
formation which was incorporated in this work, 
and it was published by Congress because of the 
original researches it contained, and upon that 
ground | advocated it against the opposition of the 
Senator from Missouri. That work which was 
published contained what was essentially valuable 
to the navigating interest of the United States. It 
gave an account of the position of a sunken rock 
on the coast of Japan, and containeda chart which 
was considered of sufficient value to justify its 
publication, What may enter into the work which 
it is now proposed to publish I cannot state. If it 
is the work originally submitted to the Library 
Committee, or if it is mainly composed of that 
work, I think it is a compilation which this gentle- 
man has been able to prepare by his knowledge of 
the localities dendribed, his ability to enter inio the 
East India offices in London, and his correspond- 
ence with a brother of the King of Siam. In con- 
requence of which facilities for access to such ma- 
terials, | have no doubt that, with his knowledge 
aod research, he has been able to prea a value- 
ble work, such as any member of the Senate will 
desire toown. But shall we, because it is a valu- 
abic work, draw money from the public Treasury 
to print it? That is the whole question. | admit 
all ihat has been said of it; but the question recurs, 
shall we tax the Treasury of the United States to | 
print it? and if go, why not print every other val- 


St. John said |) 
that the world could not contain all the books that || 


| uable book which may be submitted to Congress 
for that purpose? Here lies the whole question, 
and here is, the whole argument which | propose 
to submit to the Senate. I had hoped for some 
information from the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions, which would enable me to vote for it; but as 
it now appears that the work only contains that 
which we have before examined, I shall have to 
vote against it. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD called for the yeas:and 
nays, and they were ordered, on striking out all 
that part of the resolution which relates to the pur- 
chase of the book by the Senate, and they were: 

YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Barnwell, Bright, Butler, Da- 
vis of Mississippi, Dawson, Downs, King, Mason, Rusk, 
Turnes. Underwood, Walker, and Yulee—14. 

NAYS—Messrs. Berrien, Clemens, Davis of Massachu- 
setts, Dayton, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of Lowa, Foote, 
Greene, Hamlin, Jones, Mangum, Morton, Phelps, Smith, 
| Soulé, Sturgeon, Wales, and Winthrop—18. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. DAWSON. I move to amend the resolu 
| tion by inserting the words ** by the Senate and 
| House of Representatives of the United States in 
Congress assembled,” so as to make it a joint res- 
olution, which is necessary, inasmuch as it ap- 
propriates money. 

Mr. FOOTE. Such payments are usually made 
out of the contingent fund of the Senate. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I desire, also, to say that all 
our printing is paid for out of the contingent fund 
| of the Senate. 

Mr. DAWSON. When it is done by order of 
the Senate, but not when works are purchased 
which are printed by other persons. 

Mr. WINTHROP. Will not that amendment 
| conflict with the rules of the Senate? The rules 
prescribe the mode by which joint resolutions may 
be introduced, but this mode of making this a joint 
resolution will be in violation of the rules. 

Mr. ATCHISON. Does nota resolution which 
appropriates money require three several read- 


ao? 

‘The PRESIDENT. When it makes an appro- 
priation of money. This resolution, however, 
simply authorizes the Secretary to subscribe for a 
certain number of copies of a book. 

Mr. ATCHISON. Which | apprehend in- 
volves an appropriation. 

Mr. DAWSON. To obviate all difficulty, 1 will 
withdraw my amendment, and move to refer the 
resolution to the Library Committee. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. 1 hope the reso- 
| lution will be recommitted to the committee by 
which it was reported. 

Mr. DAWSON. I have no objection. 


I move, 
therefore, that the resolution be recommitted to the 
Committee on aaa Relations. 

Mr. ATCHISON. Of how many pages will 
this book consist ? 

Mr. MANGUM. About five hundred. 

The question was taker on the motion to re- 





Mr. ATCHISON. I move to amend the reso- 
lution by striking out * 3,000," and inserting 
** 1,500,” as the number of copies to be ordered: 

| Mr. RUSK. I shall have but a word more to 
say on this subject. I was sure that this matter 
| had previously been before the Senate, and I find 
| here among the miscellaneous documents a ‘* Me- 
‘ moir, geographical, political, and commercial, of 
‘ the present state, productive resources, and capa- 
* biliues for commerce of Liberia, Manchuria, and 
* the Asiatic islands of the Northern Pacific ocean, 
* and on the importance of opening commercial in- 
* tercourse with those countries, &e. Addressed 
‘to his Excellency James K. Polk, President of 
* the United States, by Aaron A. Palmer, coun- 
* sellor of the Supreme Court of the United States, 
‘ corresponding member of the National Institute, 
* Washington, &c. March 8, 1848. Referred to 
‘the Committee on the Library, and ordered to be 
‘printed.”” This memoir contains some 76 pages. 

Mr. FOOTE. The other is a wholly different 
work—much larger, and having a different title. 

Mr. RUSK. I find by an appendix to this me- 
moir that it was the intention of this 
have appended to it his largest and 
the Isthmus of Nicaragua. Here it is: 

“Under these circumstances, ds there has already been 
an undue and vexatious delay in the printing of the docu- 
ment, and being very desirous of promoting early action 

| of the-honorable Library Committee of the Senate in refer- 


entleman to 
t map of 
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commit, and there were fifteen in the affirmative 
and seventeen in the negative. 
So the motion was rejected. 


ence to the object of the memoi 


r, be has cone} 
stitute the annexed map of the isthmus of Ni 
reduced 


d scale, reserving the Tenet, On a 
tration of the chapter = ieee eaigoads tow om eat 
to the Pacific,’ in *the unknown countries of thy Ean 
upon the completion of the work according to the pha “4 
dicated in the foregoing prospectus.” ah. 

Now, sir, what are we doing? We are 
encouraging by subscription the publication of thi 
work, because it is valuable to the country, or . 
are procuring the number of copies necessa - 
the Senate. Then, let me ask, do we wane e 
thousand copies? I apprehend that we are = 
going to seta precedent of this kind. If we i. 
we may subscribe for every valuable book whic) 
makes its appearance. This is the age of b 
and if we are now to set the example, we my. 
necessarily subscribe for every book which . 
deemed to be as valuable as this. Hf we are to de 
so, | am in favor of subscribing to modest author, 
and not for the benefit of those who have beer 


a 
nded to aun, 


either 


Ook»: 


'| boring Congress, from time to time, with meny, 


| 


rials to purchase their publications. If we are yo, 
subscribing for the benefit of the author, then ye 
are buying the book for the use of the Senate; an4 
in that case, | would like to know, what, in ep. 
science, we want with three thousand Copies 
This is a document which we cannot frank to oy, 
constituents, and what shall we do with it? hq) 
we distribute this number of copies equally amon» 
Senators, or have we three thousand officers ini, 
whose hands we can put it? 

Mr. FOOTE. My friend from Texas seems 
insinuate that the author of this work has bora 
the Senate with memorials to purchase this book. 
Now, if the Senator from Texas knew Mr. Palmer 
as well as I know him, he would not have spoken 
so as to insinuate anything of this kind, for he is 
a modest, amiable gentleman, known to be go 
throughout the whole country. If the Senator 
from Texas had been better acquainted with him, 
he would have learned to appreciate him more fa- 
vorably than he appears to do, by the observations 
he has just made. I hope that my friend, who | 
know is liberal, and who knows also that I have 
stood by him on many occasions when pecuniary 
considerations were involved, will withdraw his 
opposition to this resolution. 

Mr. RUSK. I know that my friend from Mis- 
sissippi is very liberal, and | think I am very |ib- 
eral too. But he must excuse me in this case, 
In reference to Mr. Palmer, I believe he isa 
very scientific man; but | cannot help saying that, 
in my judgment, he has been boring Congress for 
the last six months. 

Mr. FOOTE. Sir, it often happens that those 
who are most anxious to benefit the human race 
are accounted the greatest bores. Columbus bored 


'| the court of Spain, and was denounced and ridi- 


culed, and so have been all those men who have 
entertained a strong disposition to serve the world, 
from the time of Adam to the present day. Sov- 
rates was denounced, and was poisoned by the 
juice of hemlock. Aristides was banished,as also 
was Cicero; and poor Columbus was carried home 
in irons because he had discovered the New Worl. 
Sir, Mr. Palmer is more worthy of sympathy, and 
respect, and countenance, than ninety-nine hun- 
dredths of the individuals who come here with 
publications of a similar character, and who obtain 
the patronage of the Senator from Texas. 

Mr. MASON. The time having arrived for the 
consideration of the special order, I move that the 
further consideration of the resolution be post- 
poned until to-morrow. 

The question being taken on the motion to post- 
pone, it was not agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair will take occa- 
sion to say that, on examining into the question 
more carefully, he has come to the conclusion that 
inasmuch as this resolution involves an expendi- 
ture out of the contingent fund, it will require three 
readings. If there be no objection it will now be 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. DAWSON, Ithas already had two sev- 
eral readings. , 

Mr. WALKER. Does not that also make it 
n that it should be a@ joint resolution? 

The PRESIDENT. Certainly not; it is to be 
paid out of the contingent fund, and each House 
controls its own fund. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I merely wish to 
say, in justice to this gentleman, that, as the Com- 
mittee on the Library has been referred to, they 
have no complaint to make at all about being 
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upored.” The memorial to which reference has 
gen made was one which I presented some time 
ao. It related to a valuable paper, and was taken 
wut of the body of a large work. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
/ Mr. Arcmison, to substitute * 1,500 copies” for 
‘3,000 copies,” and it was rejected. 
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and directed his agents that the whole should be 
out going into a discussion upon this matter, and || done at his individual expense. The duty was 
without having heard the remarks of the gentle- || paid at New Orleans, and amounted to $250 on the 
man from Illinois who had submitted the motion || bell and fixtures. ; 

to strike out the item, he (Mr. B.) desired to say The beil, asa work of art, is worthy of this lib- 


Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, said, that with- 





that this appropriation had been inserted in the || eral Prince, and worthy of the classic country 
appropriation bills for several years past, and was || from which it comes. Our tariff law already ex- 


There being no further amendment, the resolu- || a matter of importance to the citizens of this Dis- || empts from duty books, philosophical apparatus, 


in was reported to the Senate. | 
The question was then taken on ordering the 
resolution to be engrossed for a third reading, and 
, division being called for, there were for the mo- 
tion—ayes 18, noes 13. 
So the motion was agreed to. 
THE FUGITIVE SLAVE BILL. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
\)| to provide for the more effectual execution of 
ihe third clause of the second section of the fourth 
,rticle of the Constitution of the United States. 

Mr. MASON. I move to amend the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Maryland in such way 
ss to provide that the jury who are to try these 
jegues, shall try the issue whether or not there has 
been any collusion on the part of the claimant. I[ 
have submitted the amendment to the Senator 
fom Maryland, and he is willing to accept it as a 
modification. 

The PRESIDENT. Itis proposed to amend 
the amendment of the Senator from Maryland, by 
inserting after the word ‘*issues,” in the fifth line 
of the fourth section, the following words : 


« And whether or not there has been coilusion on the part 
of the claimant, either in the escape of said fugitive or in the 
proceedings for his recovery.”? 


Mr. PRATT. I accept the modification. 

The PRESIDENT. Itis further proposed to 
amend the amendment, by inserting after the word 
“court,” where it first occurs in the tenth line of 
the same section, ** that in the opinion of the jury 
there was no such collusion.’’ 

Mr. PRATT. I accept that modification also. 

The PRESIDENT. The question. is on the 
smendment of the Senator from Maryland, as mod- 
ified. 

Mr. DAYTON. 1 ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. DICKINSON. My colleague is not here. 
On this question and all those involved init, I agreed 
to pair off with him until his return. I am anxious 
to voteon this bill, and I hope he will return this 
evening, 80 as to enable me to do so. 

A long debate ensued, in which Messrs. DAY- 
TON, ATCHISON, FOOTE, PRATT, MASON, 
and BERRIEN participated, and for which, see 
Appendix. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


th 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, August 22, 1850. 

TheJournal of yesterday wasread and approved. 

Mr. STANLY inquired of the Speaker what 
was the regular order of business? 

The SPEAKER said, the call of the confmittees 
for reports, 

Mr. McLANE, of Mary land, (by unanimous 
consent,) withdrew the memorial and papers of 
A. Pollard, which had been improperly referred. 

Mr. RICHARDSON (expressing the hope that 
the civil and diplomatic expenses of the Govern- 
ment would be disposed of to-day) moved that the 
House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Roor and 
Wa.po were appointed. 

The question was then taken, and decided in 
the affirmative—ayes 100, noes 31. 

GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

So the House again resolved itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Burt in the chair,) and resumed the con- 
sideration of the bill making appropriations for the 
civil and diplomatic expenses of the Government 
for the carrent fiseal year. , 

The pending question was on the motion, made 
Yesterday, to strike out the following: 


| of any other State. 





“Por the support, care, and medical treatment of twelve - 


'ransieut pauper medical gc oceaien patients in the Wash- 
‘ngton Infirmary, two thous dollars, to be expended 
feat edna ate Commissioner of Public Build- 


ph and surgeons of the afore- 

pe. podvek ye lags molenreancs of ewan 
transient patients one 

made for und bind themselves to keep 

rooms for of twelve pauper patients 


| mittee of Ways and Means, offered the following | 
| amendment, viz: 


trict. The object of the item was to make pro- || works of art, instruments, &c., imported for col- 
vision for paupers who did not properly belong || leges, schools, &c. This magnificent present comes 
here, and who, therefore, did not properly consti- | within the spirit and purview of the existing law. 
tute a charge upon the citizens. e could not || A strong consideration in favor of refunding the 
conceive what the object of the gentleman in || duties, is the fact that Prince Alexander Torlonia 
moving to strike out could be, unless he was under || will permit neither. the bishop nor the church at 
a misapprehension as to the purpose for which | Natchez to pay this tax to the Government. it 
the money was appropriated. || becomes the Government, therefore, to relinquish 

The question was then taken, and the amend- || this contribution upon the generosity of a distin- 
ment was rejected. | guished foreign friend of America and American 

On motion by Mr. BAYLY, a typographical || institutions. [t is our obvious policy to cultivate, 
error in the 802d line of the bill was ordered to be || rather than repress, these generous manifestations 
corrected. || Of friendship and kind feeling. 

Mr. BAYLY offered the following amendment: |} The question was taken, and the amendment 


if 
« For continuing the sewer under Pennsylvania avenne, || Was agreed to. 


on the east side of Fourteenth street, to the canal, $3,000; | . . 

to be expended under the direction of the Commissioner of | ont HOLMES offered the following amend- 
} 
| 
| 





i 





Public Buildings.” 
. lai ivati e * For continuing the publication of the works of the Ex- 
Mr. B. explained the obligation of the Govern ploring expedition: $25,000." 


ment to make the appropriation for the sewer, and , 

the necessity, with reference to the health of the The amendment having been read, 

citizens, for its construction. 9 Mr. JONES raised the question of order upon 

: a || it. 

enina = rte cet ga 08 0 gs age || The CHAIRMAN said, the Chair could not see 
Mr. FITCH moved to strike out the item appro- ou in the eet h, in the judgment 
riatin y for th nses of pau . || of the Chair, made it out of order. 

a in SO criaed hospital pa Aa cot 4 ae | Mr. HOLM ES explained, that the amendment 
Mr. F. said, he knew of no reason why the Gov- | proposed to continue the appropriation heretofore 

ernment should appropriate money for the sup- || Made towards developing the results of the Explo- 

port of Maryland paupers, any more than for those || "& Expedition. 

| Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Meape and 
Mr. BAYLY. I am sure that my medical || Powter were appointed. 

friend does not understand the object of the appro- || The question was then taken, and the vote 

priation, or he would not press his amendment. || stood—ayes 71, noes 85. ’ 

These are District lunatics; but as there is not suffi- || So the amendment was rejected. 

cient accommodation for them in the Washington || Several items were read without interruption. 

asylum, they were sent to the Maryland asylum. || ‘The section providing for custom-houses being 

We are bound to take care of these persons, and || under consideration— 

it is a matter of economy to effect the purpose in Mr. BAYLY moved an amendment: 

this way. | “ For repairs, alterations, and furniture, for the new cus- 
Mr. FITCH. With that explanation I with- || tom-house at Portland, Maine, $8,000.” 


draw the amendment. || The question was taken, and the amendment 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman cannot, by || was agreed to. 


the rule, withdraw the amendment except with the | : 
unanimous consent of the committee. , I Avo other eet tee, 
Mr. STANLY objected. . 


. | For repairs and furniture of the custom-house at Cas- 
The question ne then taken, and the amend- tine, in the district of Penobscot, $3,600.” 
ment was rejected. | 


: . In explanation of the amendment, he said that 
Mr. BAYLY, under instructions from the Com- || the building was purchased by the Government in 
| 1847, for $400; $1,100 was appropriated March 3, 
| 1847, for the purpose of purchase and repairs; the 


taint lenportation of printed bot, detitnined fo three ences, } building was buiit and had been owned and used 
marked 193, 195, and 3, and shipped by William Criekner, |, by the county of Hancock, for its public officers. 
from London, England, in the ship J. W. Andrews, unto I] Upon examination and repair, it was found to be 
an bs & a's pan hips value oan aeaat lin such a dilapidated condition that the sum ap- 

s. 6d. sterling, be and the same are hereby remitted: || . . 
Provided, That it shal! be made to appear to the satisfaction propriated was inadequate. The matter had been 
| 


« That the duties now due the United States upon a cer- 


of the Secretary of the Treasury that said. books have not || considered by the Committee of Ways and Meana, 


been imported for sale, but for charitable and gratuitous cir- || and the appropriation asked for disallowed, on the 
culation by religious societies in the United States.” 


The question was put on the amendment, and 
it was agreed to. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, offered the 
following amendment, to come in at the end of the | 
817th line of the bill: | 


ground that it would fall more properly under the 
supervision of the Secretary of the Treasury, and 
should be repaired out of the appropriation for the 
expenses of collecting the revenue. The Secre- 
tary, upon examination of the late law providing 
for the collection of the revenue, decided that it 

« For refunding to John Joseph Chance, Bishop of Natch- || did not fail within the scope of his authority. The 
ez, the duty paid on a cathedral bell presented to said || committee were of the opinion that the repairs 
Bishop by Prince Alexander Torlonia, of Rome.” were necessary and proper. 

Mr, T. said he was instructed by the Commit- | Mr. STANLY said he believed the Committee 
tee of Ways and Means to report this amendment, || of Ways and Means had had this amendment un- 
The facts are few, and I cannot suppose that there || der consideration, and rejected it. He raised the 
will be any opposition to this proposition when || point of order that the amendment was not in 
it is understood. ‘ || order. He inquired of the gentleman from Maine 

Some few years since Bishop Chance, of Natch- || what was the amount of revenue received at that 
ez, Mississippi, a prelate of excellent character || custom-house ? 
and high intelligence, visited Italy, and there made Mr. FULLER replied, that the expenses of 
the acquaintance of Prince Alexander Torlonia, |! collecting the revenue in that distriet were ¢8,304— 
of Rome. This munificent Prince, desirous of the port having a collector, eight inspectors, one 








making some manifestation of his high apprecia- || weigher, one guager, and three measurers, with a 
tion of the character of the learned Bishop, and || revenue boat attached for the preventive service. 
his deep interest in the prosperity and success of || This port had an aggregate amount of tonnage of 
the American church, presented a bell of rare || 36,484 tons—about 16,000 of which was engaged 
workmanship to the Roman Catholic congregation || in the coasting trade, about 11,000 in the cod fish- 
at Natchez. ery, and upwards of 2,900 in the mackerel fishery. 

This splendid bell weighs th) ee thousand pounds, The amount of revenue received was about $2,000, 
and the cost at Rome was The generous || besides fees and emoluments, which went to defray 
donor sent the necessary fixtures to put up the bell, || the expenses of the officers. 





pt ae) 


as €3 
‘= 
ao & 
£2 
7 hag 
vd = 
. = 
-< Ba 
cr? es 
+g 
— * 
o> a 
Of 
# 


ee Boor, tes 


* 
a 
ef 


ie Ui - . 


. 


fe. 
+3 


+ 
her; 
otk, 


te me ee eect 


aad 


The CHAIRMAN overruled Mr. Srawry’s 
point of order—stating that the appropriation ap- 
penred to be for one of those contingencies for the 
future which were allowed by the 81st rule. 

The question being on the amendment— 

Tellers were asked and ordered, and Mr. Wat- 
tace and Mr. Srrone were appointed. 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was agreed to—nyes 71, noes 58. 


Mr. DISNEY moved the following amendment: 


* For the purchase of a site and the building of a custom- 
house and po-t office at Cincinnati, Ohio, to be expended 
under the direction of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
$55,000: Provided, That the plan of the baildings shall be 
such that the whole cost of both buildings and site shall in 
no eveutexceed the appropriation hereby made.”’ 


Mr. PRESTON KING inquired if the amend- || 


ment wae in order? 

The CHAIRMAN thought it was in order. 

Mr. DISNEY, in support of the amendment, 
said that the limited time allowed for explanation 
would not permit him to lay before the committee 
ali the arguments relating to this subject. He had 
only to say, in general terms, that this wasa large 
commercial city; that its imports, foreign and do- 


mestic, during the last year amounted to the enor- |! 


mous amount of $65,000,000; that even now the 


amount of revenues received at that custom-house | 


was such as to make it the eleventh in importance, 
among the one hundred custom-houses of the en- 
tire Union. In addition to the vast importance of 


the tonnage, and the commercial transactions of || 


that city, he referred to the fact that it was a place || 
of deposit for large amounts of the public moneys | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


from the western land offices, and there was no 
place for ite keeping. The Government was pro- 


hibited from depositing the public moneys in the’ 


banks, and they had no other place of deposit. 

This proposition was introduced upon the peti- 
tion of the merchants, the Chamber of Commerce, 
and the public authorities of Cincinnati; it was 
sustained and recommended by the Treasury De- 
partment, and approved by twq committees of the 
House, i. e., the Committee of Ways and Means 
and the Committee on Commerce; and he was 
certain that no objections could exist to it in the 
mind of any man who would examine the facts 
of the case. Those who knew the facts must and 
would approve the proposition. 

The question being on the amendment— 

Mr. JONES called for tellers. Not ordered. 

The question was taken, and the yote was— 
ayes 73, noes 39. No quorum voting— 

The CHAIRMAN directed the ro}l to be calied, 
which having been done— 

The committee rose and reported the names of 
the absentees to the House, to be entered upon the 
Journal. 

The Chairman then resumed hia seat in Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The question then recurred, and was taken on 
the amendment of Mr. Diswer, and, by ayes, 79, 
noes 50, it was agreed to. 


Mr. CHANDLER moved the following amend- 
ment: 

“ For repairing and lining the arches and vaults of the 
custom-house building at Philadelphia, to render them prop- 
er for storing goods, 87,000.”* 

Mr. ©. said’ a few words in explanation, of 
which nothing reached the reporter's desk, except 
that he (Mr. C.) did not suppose an argument in 
support of the appropriation to be requisite. 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was agreed to, 


Mr. BOWLIN offered the following amend- 
ment, viz: 

« For the purchase of a site and the erection of a suitable 
building for a custom-house and post office and other Gov- 
ernment offices in the city of St. Louis, 000; to be ex- 
pended ander the direction of the Secretary of the Treasury : 
Providel, That the whole cost shall not exceed the sum 
hereiy appropriated.” 

Mr. B. said, that in offering the amendment 
he did not intend to inflict a hon the com- 
mittee, bat would merely avail himself of the oc- 
casion to state a few statistical facta. ah 

The ameiidment proposes to apprdpriate fifty 
thousand dollars for the purchase ae site and the 
erection of a custom-house at St. Louis, capable 
of holding all the Government offices at that place. 
And it might be here for him to invite the 
attention of the committee to the fact, that this 
appropriation has been recommetded by the Com- 
mixtee on Commerce, and also by the Committee 
of Ways and Means, which affords a very high 
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| guarantee of the utility and propriety of the méas- 
| ure. 
| "The tonnage of the city of St. Louis is about 
| forty thousand. The revenue collected there for 
| the last year was about eighty thousand dollars, 
| which was an advance upon the preceding year of 
| near twenty thousand dollars—showing the rapidly 
| increasing character of the commerce there. 
| In reply to an interrogatory, he said the popula- 
tion of St. Louis was about eighty thousand— 
chiefly engaged: in commerce. But of her com- 
| mercial character, it was not necessary for him to 
speak; it was too well known. 

He had, he said, early in the session addressed 
ja communication to each of the departments of 
/ this Government, inquiring the amount of rent 
| paid by each in St. Louis, for house and room rent 
| for public offices, and he had received answers 
| from the Treasury, War, Interior, and Post Office 
| Departments, and the aggregate of rents paid by 
| them was $6,320—all of which might be saved 
| by the erection of this building. 

Having submitted the facts, he had nothing 
| more, he said, t6 add; and he submitted the amend- 
ment with full confidence to the committee. 

A Memser in his seat. Is. the revenue collected 
in the city, of St. Lonis increasing ? 

Mr. BOWLIN. Itis. The year before last it 
| wae sixty thousand dollars. Last year it was up- 
werds of eighty thousand. 

Mr. TAYLOR. What is your present popu- 


| lation? 





Mr. BOWLIN. Eighty thousand. 

Mr. BINGHAM ealled for the reading of the 

| amendment, and it was again read. 

The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ment was agreed to. 

| Mr. BAYLY, under instructions, he said, from 

| the Committee of Ways and Means, offered the 

| following amendment: 

| & Por the purchase of a site, and the building of a custom- 

+ house and post office at Bangor, Maine, to be expended 

| under the direction of the Secretary of the Treasury, thirty 

| thousand dollars: Provided, That the plan of the building 

shall be such that the whole cost, both of building and site, 

shall in no event exceed the appropriation hereby made.’ 
The question was taken on the amendment, and 

it was rejected. 


Mr. MEADE submitted the following amend- 
| ment, viz: 

** For the purchase of a site and the building of a custom- 
house and post office at Petersburg, Virginia, $20,009, to 
be expended under the direction of the Secretary of the 
Treasury: Provided, That the said site and building shall 
cost no more than the sum hereby appropriated.” 

Mr. M. briefly enforced the expediency and 

| propriety of this appropriation, in view of the 
growing capacity and importance of the town of 
Petersburg, and of the anticipated. increase in its 

| trade. ‘T'here was neither a post office nor a cus- 
tom-house there, and he hoped the appropriation 
would be made. 

| Mr. BAYLY said, this was a matter of some 

| importance, and he begged that the committee 
would give him its ear for a few moments. 

Some conversation follgwed between Mr. Bary 
and the Chairman, as to the disorder in the Hall. 
After which— 

Mr. B. proceeded. It was impossible, he said, 
that the committee could get along with these im- 
portant amendments unless gentlemen would give 

| their attention. In relation to the amendment of- 
fered by his colleague, [Mr. Meane,] he (Mr. B.) 
desired to state the rule under which he thought 
the committee should act in regard to all such prop- 
ositions, He did not know but what the amend- 
| ment was in order. He was inclined to think that 
| it was so; but he thought that the House should 
| not vote in any amendment of such a character 
unless it had undergone the scrutiny of the Com-' 
mittee on Commerce, or of the Committee of Ways 
and Means. If the House sanctioned this course 
of putting in propositions for custom-houses at 
points where no application has been made for 
them by the Secretary of the Treasury, or where 
no examination had been made, but merely on the 
ex parte statement of the members representing the 
districts, a great many improper appropriations 
would be made. He had no objection to the amend- 
ment, except that which he had stated. It did not 
come regularly before the Housé. There had been 
no proposition from the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury—no investigation by the Committee on Com- 
merce or the Committee of Ways and Means; and 
he called upon the committee, unless it intended to 
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give in to very improper legislation, " 
all those denienlonseets Trot ate ciate hee 
less they should first have undergone the ger). 
of acommittee. And he had selected this Uelinn, 
of a proposition being offered affecting hie a. 
State, where his Kindred resided, to express 5. 

enpeaes . on on of proceeding, in bie 

that he might there emonstra isi 

ness with which he det miter, 

he question was taken, and th 

as reject - ’ € amendmen, 
Mr. BAYLY now inquired of the Cha 
the amendment in relation to Bangor, 
had been adopted or rejected ? 
The CHAIRMAN. It was rejected. 
Mr. BAYLY. Well, then, it ought not to ha 
been. There should have been a division 1 
think it was announced as carried; otherwise | 
should have calléd for a division. 
|| The CHAIRMAN. The Chair distinetly ,, 
nounced, that the noes appeared to have its and, 

no division being called for, the amendment was 
| declared to be rejected. o 

Mr. BAYLY. It ought not to have been r. 
jected. It is impossible to transact business yp, 
derstandingly, amidst the conversation an 
that pervade the Hall. 


Mr. EWING offered the following amendmen. 


| * For the purchase of a site and the erection Of a suit, 
|| ble building for a custom-house, post office, and other Quy, 
|| ernment offices in Nashville, Tennessee, $40.(100 ; Proved, 
|| That the cost of this building shall not exceed the sa 
| hereby appropriated,”’ 


ir, Whether 
m Maine, 


d noise 


i 
' 


Mr. E. briefly explained the propriety of this 
appropriation. He referred to the amounts 
paid for rent of detached buildings, and showed 
| the inconveniences which resulted from the want 
of such accommodation, and its necessity for the 
preservation of the public records, which were not 
|| now in a safe ae The amendment had not 
_ been reported from the Committee of Ways and 
| Means, or any other committee, but he hoped the 
appropriation would be granted. 
Mr. SWEETSER called upon the committee to 
| pause and reflect upon what they were doing, be- 
fore they made these appropriations. If the com- 
mittee was to go on in this way, the annual appro- 
priations would be increased to an extent which 
would alarm the country. He had taken occasion, 
heretofore, to call the attention of the House to 
the fact, that theappropriations for this year were 
enormous. He was not opposed to the erection of 
these buildings where there was a necessity for 
them. But he asked the committee to vote down 
this and all similar propositions, and to cut down 
| the appropriations wherever it was possible to do 
| so without detriment to the public service. He 
was opposed to any further increase in the ex- 





penditures of this Government, and he called upon 
gentlemen who might hereafter be held responsi- 
ble for these aggregate appropriations, to stand up 
and resist them wherever it was proper to do so. 


Mr. SCHENCK moved to amend the amend- 
ment by adding: 

“ Provided, further, That the said custom-house shall be 
paid for only ont of the net proceeds of duties collected at 
that port.” 

Mr. BAYLY. I desire to say that these amend- 
ments are in the same categoryjwith that of the 
Petersburg proposition. They do not come regu- 
larly before the House. 

The question on the amendment to the amené- 
ment was taken, and, by ayes 82, noes 42, it was 
agreed to. 

And the amendment, as amended, was then re- 
jected. 


Mr. BAYLY offered the following amendment: 


“ For the purchasé ofa site and the building of a custom- 
house and post office at Bangor, Maine, to be expended un- 
der the direction of the of the Treasury, twenty- 
nine thousand dollars: Provided, That the plan of the 
building shull be such that the whole cost, both of building 
and site, shal in no event exceed the appropriation hereby 


ie. 

Mr. BAYLY. I desire to say that this is the 
ition (with the exception that the sum is 
less by one thousand dollars) which I supposed 
the committee had adopted, but which | subse- 
quently ge by been réjected. It was recom- 
m 


ended by th of the Treasury, and 
met the mtr vy th on Commerce 
and of in Sena ‘Ways and Means. ! 
hope it will be sustained. 
Mr. MARSHALL moved to amend the amend- 
ment as follows : 





















a — 
«Por the purchase of a site and building of a custom- | 
¢ at the city of Louisville, Kentucky, $50,000: Pro- 
veag hat the plan af the building sbail be such that the | 
shale cost bath of building and pite shall in no event exceed || 
the appropriation hereby made. 
Mr. M. said: I regret that the amendment |) 
to the amendment [| have the honor to sub- 
mit, falls under what the honorable chairman of 
Ways and Means has been pleased to style “* the 
Petersburg category;”’ for 1 admit that it has not 
been passed in review by the Committee of Ways 
and Means, nor has it_been asked by the Secre- 
ry of the Treasury. This committee will, how- 
ever, be enabled, by an appes to its own intelli- 
ence, to perceive that the same considerations 
which suggest the erection of custom-houses at 
Cincinnati and St. Louis, demand the erection of || 
a similar building at Louisville. The relative im- || 
ortance of the trade of these places may be esti- 
mated by reference to the report on commerce and 
navigation. It there ‘appears, by table No. 16. 
that at Cincinnati thirty-eight steamers were built 
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either of the people of Memphis or of the commerce 
there. (A laugh.) There ought to be a collection || 
district there and a bill had been reported for that || 
purpose. 

The question was taken, and the amendment of || 
Mr. Stanton was rejected. i 


Mr. CABELL, of Florida, moved the following || 
amendment: | 
«“ For the purchase of a site and the building of a custom- 


house at Apalachicola, Florida, with rooms for a post office, |, 
and for the use of the Federal court, $50,000: Provided, The || 
whole cost shall not exceed the sum hereby appropriated.” | 

Mr. C, said he would merely observe, in sup- | 
port of his amendment, that Apalachicola was the || 
third exporting city upon the Gulf, exporting from } 
170,000 to 200,000 bales of cotton, » Further than |! 
that: the committee must be advised that a Federal || 





| court sat at Apalachicola, for which no building || 


was turnished, in consequence of which the Gov- || 
ernment was obliged to pay a very large amount | 
of rent. This amendment provided that the cus. || 


jast year, having a tonnage equal to 8,475.69 tons. || tom-house should be finished off, so as to provide } 


At Louisville, during the same time, thirty-four 
steamers were built, tonnage 8,423.33; while at 


St. Louis only eleven steamers were built, and || now paid rent. He trusted the committee woul! | 


eight sloops and canal boats: total tonnage only | 
9,886.51 tons. Cincinnati and Louisville, in this 
branch of business, stand equal. 

Now the permanent registered tonnage entered at 
the two ports is also about equal: that at Cincinnati 
being 16,874.74, that at Louisville 13,954.91 tons. 
Theimports ta the two citiesis not directly shown, 
because the State of Ohio has several ports of entry 
besides Cincinnati, and a lake commerce which 
swells her imports, The imports through the 
ort of Louisville, however, from Ist July, 1848, 
to 30:h June, 1849, introduced in American ves- 
sels, is set down at $79,738—the duties collected at 
495,274, and the expenses at less than $1,000. 





Mr. Chairman, the city of Louisville has increased 
its population in the last decade more than one 
hundred per cent., and her natural facilities for 
trade, the salubrity of the climate, and other ad- 
vantages not necessary to enumerate, are inviting 
capital to her bosom which promises to her a fu- 
ture of greatly increased power. She will keep 
pace with the other cities of the great Valley, and 
must be one of the great centres of population, I 
have only to add, that the business transacted at 
the custom-house at Louisville is now conducted 
in an inconvenient building on our wharf, without 
the slightest regard to the accommodation of the 
public; and, in my opinion,the security of the pub- 
lic papers, enrollments, registers, and bonds, re- 
quire the appropriation I ask. 1 have not sought 
to institute unnecessary comparison between the 
business of Louisville and her sister cities. I 
voted for the appropriations requested in behalf of 
Cincinnati and St. Louis, because I believe publie 
interest demands them. I hope the committee 
will overlook the fact that Louisville has not been 
importunate in her demands upon the Treasury, 
and will extend to her real wants the same liberal 
supply exhibited to the othercities on the western 
waters, 

Mr. BAYLY had no doubt but all that had 
been said by the gentleman from Kentucky was 
correct, but he begged the House not to set this 
precedent of building custom-houses where neither 
the Secretary of the Treasury, nor the Committee 
on Commerce or the Committee of Ways and 
Means of this House had asked for. Although all 
that had been said by the gentleman might be, and 
he had no doubt waa, true, this was not a proper 
mode of legislating on the subject. 

The question was taken, and the amendment of 
Mr. Marsnaxy was rejected—ayes 49, noes 81. 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, moved the fol- 
lowing amendment : 

« For the purchase of a site and building of a custom-house 
at the eity of Memphis, Tennessee, $50,000: Provided, That 
the plan of the building shall be such that the whole cost 
both of building and site shall in no event exceed the appro- 
Priation hereby made.” 

Mr. S. said he would remark that all the ar- 
guments which had been presented by the gen- 
Ueman from Kentucky applied with equal force 
to the city of Metiphis. Memphis was at the 
head of the uninterrupted navigation of the Mis- 
sissippi river; it was a point where navigation was 
never obstructed by ice, and pot ee by 
low water—which could not be said of any other 
point aye ee place. It was true they had no 
collection there; but that was not the fault 


| 


| following, as an amendment to the amendment: 


|| may be received for the sale of the old custom-house builds 
| 


| millions of dollars. 
| was a shortcrop, and thata full crop would far ex- 


a room for the sessions of the court, and also one || 


| for the post office, for which also the Government || 


see the necessity for the appropriation, and he || 
would not detain them further. 1} 
Mr. BAYLY. This is another Petersburg case. || 
The question was taken, and the amendment || 
was rejected. 


Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, submitted the } 
| 


*¢ Forthe purchase of a site and the building ofa custom- | 
house at the town of Bannister, on Bannister river, a branch 
of the Roanoke, in Halifax cotinty, Virginia, the sum of | 
$1,000 : Provided, however, That said custom-house shall be | 
built of sawed logs and thatched with rye straw, and the cost | 
of which, in no event, tq,.exceed the sum above appropri- 
ated, unless Congress should otherwise order.”’ 


The question was put, and it was rejected. 
The question recurring on the amendment of Mr. | 
Bay y, (relative to the custom-houseat Bangor)— | 
} 


Tellers were asked and ordered, and Mr. Dun- 
can and Mr. Meape were appointed. 

The tellera commenced to take the question. 

Mr. SWEETSER made the point, that the 
amendment was not in order. 

The CHAIRMAN said, that the point of order | 


came too late. 
| 
| 
t} 





‘The question. was taken, and the tellers report- 
ed—ayes 84, noes 43. Agreed to. 


Mr. BAYLY, under instructions from the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, moved the following 
amendment: || 

« For the purchase ofa site and the erection of anew cus | 
tom-house at Mobile, to contain rooms for the post office in | 
that city, and the accommodation of its officers, and also | 
rooms for the United States district court, and the accom- 
modation of its officers, $50,000 in addition to such sum as 


ing: Provided, That the plan of the building shall be such 
that the whole cost, both of building and site, shall in no 
event exceed the appropriation hereby made,"’ 


Mr. ALSTON moved to amend the amendment 
by striking out $50,000, and inserting $100,000. | 

In support of the amendment, he said he found | 
that in the present bill an appropriation was made 
for Charleston of $100,000. Mobile was a place of || 
much greater commercial importance, and he urged 


that it was entitled, in justice, to at least an equal || 


appropriation. He begged leave to call the atten- | 
tion of the committee to a statement made in the 












He referred to the fact, that for the erection of 
custom-housés, there had been appropriated at 
Boston and New York, each, overa million of dol- 


|| lars,at New Orleans $400,000 or $500,000, at Phila- 


delphia over $200,000, and at Portland, Meire, 
$249,000. He begged gentlemen to bear in mind, 
that Mobile was the third exporting city on 
our whole coast, Gulf and Atlantic, and he thought 
it could not be considered unreasonable to ask 
$100,000 for the erection of a custom-house there. 

After a word of conversation, in which Mr. 
McMULLEN and Mr. JONES participated—the 
latter asking the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, if this amendment to the 
amendment did not comé under the Petersburg 
category— 

The question was taken, and the amendment to 
the amendment was rejected. 

The question recurred upon the amendment of 
Mr. Bay y. 

Mr. HAMMOND offered the following amend- 
ment to the amendment: 


*¢ For purchasirg or erecting a building in addition to the 
custom. house in Baltimore, which shall furnish Aceonrmn- 
dations for the United States courts, and for the po-t office, 
the sum of $99.000, to be expended under the direetion of 
the Secretary of the Treasury.”’ 


He said he did not intend by this amendment to 


| imply thatthe custom-heusein the city of Bal- 


timore was insufficient for custom-house purposes, 
He believed it was not. He had not the evidence to 
show that this was the case, though he did know 
that the custom-house officers were not all em- 
ployed in the custom-house. Some are located 
in the ware-house. He would state, however, 
that this custom-house was purchased a number 
of years ago, for a price certainly not exceeding 


| $50,000. At that time the population of Balti- 
| more numbered some 35,000 or 40,000; it was 


now estimated that the present census would 


|| show a population of something like 160,000. 


In the other important. cities large appropria- 
tions had been made for custom-houses, and they 
had been so constructed as lo accommodate the post 
offices and the Federal courts. In ihe city of Balti- 
more he wished to say, that they were entirely 
without the necessary accommodations for the post 
office, and almost entirely without accommoda- 
tiona for the circuit and districts courts. The dis- 
trict court room was a poor establishment, illy 
ventilated and badly lighted. But that was not 
the principal complaint. The great inconvenience 
was, that there were but two jury roéms, one appro- 
priated to the grand, and the other to the petit 
jury, and frequently it happened that two petit 
juries. were out at the same time,in which case the 
court was obliged to adjourn to give up the court 
room to one of them. 

The post office building of the city was in a sti’ 
worse condition, [t wasso small that it was im- 
possible to use all the force of the office within the 
room, either for assorting or distributing the mail. 
The building, moreover, was so illy constructed as 
not to protect more than fifty persons from rain or 
other storms, though it often happened that there 
were thonsands of people waiting on the outside 
for their letters. 

Under this state of facts he put it to the justice 
of the committee, whether they would not make 
| some appropriation for this city, bearing a proper 

proportion to the appropriations they made for 


«© Merchants’ and Planters’ Price Current,” of Ist || other cities. 


| 


September, 1849, showing that the receipts of || 
cotton at Mobile for exportation, for the year then || 


jost closed, amounted to 518,706 bales, which | 
averaged 509 pounds each, which, at ten cents per | 
pound, amounted to about twenty-six and a half | 
He would mention that this | 


ceed that amount. : 

He mentioned these facts to show the commer- 
cial importance of Mobile, and the necessity of | 
providing a custom-house for the accommoda- | 
tion of the merchants and traders. That city had a | 
custom-house, it was true, but it was a very | 
inferior building, and he regretted that he had | 
not at hand the letter of the Collector of Mobile, 
to show that it was in a very unsafe condition— 
that large cracks were in the building—that appro- 
priations had been made and expended for the | 
purpose of propping up the building, which was | 
now wholly insecure and unsafe. | 

He thought, with these remarks, the committee 
could be fully satisfied that it was necessary to 
thake the appropriation he proposed. 


Mr. BAYLY said he disliked very much to op- 
pose this amendment, for from the remarka of his 
friend he was quite inelined to think it ought to 
| pass, but.it was another Petersburg case. 

The question was taken, and the amendment of 
Mr. Hammonp was rejected. 


|| The question recurring upon the amendment of 
} 


Mr. Barty— 

| Mr. MORTON moved to amend the amend- 
| ment of Mr. Barty, by striking out $100,000, and 
| inserting $120,000. 


Mr. M., in a very inaudible tone, adverted to 
the value of the commerce of Mobile, representing 
that the exports were equal to, if not actually ex- 
ceeding those of Boston. For the erection of the 
custom-houses at New York and at Boston, there 
had been already appropriated above $1,000,000, 
Mobile had already risen to a state of great com- 
mercial importance, and when the new branch rail- 
road in progress shall be completed, it will be the 

t port for the shipment of the cotton of the 
uth. He thor.ght this the most proper period 
for the erection of a custom-house at Mobile, as he 
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did not foresee any state of things which could 
cause a diminution of the commercial importance 









of Mobile. 


Mr. MOREHEAD raised the question of order. 
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| 


willing to strike out this proviso, so that, in form- 
ing the plan, the architect may not feel himself || 
restricted by the amount appropriated, but may |) 
have an eye to the future enlargement of the || 





The rule requires that all appropriations shall have || building whenever the increasing commerce of || 


passed through the hands, and undergone the re- 


they shall pass this House. On this ground he 
must object to this mode of introducing appropri- 


ations for the public buildings in the mode which || 


had been practiced this morning. 
The CHAIR overruled the point of order, on 


contingent expenditures of the Treasury Depart- | 
ment, and might be appropriated in that way. 


The amendment to the amendment was rejected. || 


The 

Mr. 
This wae a proposition for blending together the 
buildings for a court-house, and a post office, | 
and a custom-house, He thought this blending | 
of ell these departments in one building highly | 
improper. The spot which would be proper fora | 
court-house, would not be suitable for the post | 
office, while that fit for a post office might be | 
inappropriate for a custom-house. One of these 


Giemien being on the amendment.— 





nity, while the others were only suitable for par- 
ticular classes. The blending of all these depart- 


SWEETSER rose in opposition to it. || 


as || Mobile shall render it necessary to enlarge it. 
vision, of one of the standing committees, before || 


j 
} 


| ** 75,000" dollars. He said a few words in favor 
|| of the uniting of the post office, the custom-house 
the ground thatthese appropriations belonged to the || , 


| tived. 


The amendment to the amendment was nega- |) 


Mr. GRINNELL moved to amend the amend- 
ment by striking out 50,000,” and inserting | 
} 


| 


and the court-house, in one building, which he || 


| considered as likely to promote the public conve- || 


| public money. Had this appropriation come from || 
| a committee, after examination and due delibera- 
was for the accommodation of the whole commvu- |! 
| state of our commercial interests required it, he | 
| would not object. 


ments together was, in his opinion, decidedly | 


wrong. 


Mr. BAYLY asked leave of the gentleman to || 


say, that the proper place for acustom-house was | 
the most business part of the city, the proper place | 
for a post office was the most business part of the 
city; and the proper place for a court-room was 
the most busy part of the city. 

Mr. SWEETSER resumed. The population 


of the cities was divided into several sections, and 


ticular sections. The reply of the gentleman from 
Virginia was, therefore, no answer to his ques- 
tion. A spot might be very appropriate for a 
custom-house, yet be very inappropriate for a post 
office. Different interests concentrated in different | 
sections of a city. 

Mr. BAYLY called the attention of the gentle- | 
man from Ohio to the situation of the buildings | 
occupied as a custom-house, and as a post office in 
the city of New York. They were in the imme- 
diate vicinity of each other, and he had never 


heard of any complaints on account of that prox- || 


imi 


interfere with the other. But he had another ob- 
jection. ‘There had been no plan or estimates sub- 
mitted to the committee to guide its action. 
had no estimate of the cost of the new buildings | 
or of the value of the old ones, nor had we any | 
information from which we may know whether | 
these old buildings are insufficient for the purpose. | 
He thought that all those amendments which had 
been offered this morning should have been re: | 
jected. It was acting altogether in the dark to 
vote these appropriations before there had been | 
| 





any estimates submitted to one of the committees, | 
where they might be examined. It was time for 
us to pause in our course, and to vote down these 


ance which will alarm the country. 
Mr. MORTON moved to amend the amend- | 
ment by striking out the following proviso: 
“ Provided, That the plan of the building shal) be such | 
that the whole cost, both of building and site, shall in no | 
event exceed the appropriation hereby made.” | 
Mr. M. explained, that he was induced to | 
move this amendment in consequence of the lib- | 
eral appropriations made for the cities of New 
York and of Boston. While such appropriations | 
were made, he wished to ask gentleman of the | 


} 
| 


i| 


| 


ty. | to guard against the commencement of works of || 
Mr. SWEETSER insisted that the one would || 





| 


| 
! 


| 
; 


; 
i 


North how they could expect to build a custom- 
1 


house at Mobile, suitable for the transaction of al 
the commercial business which would soon have 
to be disposed of there, for so small a sum, while 
it required more than a million to erect the custom- 
houses at Boston and New York? Is labor cheaper 
in the South? It is well known that the contrary 
is the fact. Are materials cheaper? They cannot 
be obtained on any better terms. Is the value of 
the site less? Why, in Mobile the value of prop- | 
erty is as high as it is in any of the country, 
with the exception of the city of New York. He 
hoped that if the committee would not to in- 
crease the appropriation, they would at least be 





| to. 


| appropriation. 


nience. He spoke in such a low tone that his |) 
remarks were not audible to the reporter. 

Mr. SWEETSER opposed the amendment to 
the amendment. The proposition which had just | 
been made by the gentleman from Massachusetts, || 
justified the course of the Chair in resisting these || 
appropriations. He himself found in it an addi- | 
tional reason for not desisting from the war. We | 
are bound to act understandingly, and not to lend || 


ourselves to extravagant disbursements of the || 


tion, he would have raised no objection. If the | 
If the people asked for it, he 
would not object. But he wished to see some | 
petitions presented here on the subject. These || 
propositions, irregularly introduced, to vote away 
the public money out of the Treasury, in the ab- 
sence of all information, would notdo. He hoped 


us to give us information, and not thus vote away 
money in the dark. 

The amendment to the aniendment was re- 
jected. 

Mr. JONES moved to amend by striking out 
** 50,000.” 

He sent to the Clerk’s table the law of Congress || 
requiring specific plans and estimates of all public 


works to be submitted before appropriations for 
the objects were made. 
The law having been read by the Clerk— } 
Mr. J. said it would be seen from the provisions || 
of this law, that it was the intention of Congress || 





this kind, until plans and estimates had been ob- 
tained from some competent person, and also until 


- || a report should be made as to the necessity or ex- 
e | 


pediency of the work. In all the cases which had 
now been acted on, he did not understand that an 

of these preliminary requisites had been attended || 
Some of the propositions had been repre- || 
sented as recommended by the Treasury Depart- || 
ment, but if there had been any plans or estimates 
laid before Congress, he had not seen them. It 
was certainly our duty to exercise a proper caution 
in these matters—to show much more watchful- || 
ness over the public interests than we had exhibited 
this morning. It was true that each of these 


) /amendments contained a clause that no expendi- 
propositions before they reach a point of extrava- || 


ture should be made beyond the amount of the 
But this he looked on as gammon— 
as mere humbug. It was well known to be the 
practice, after an appropriation was once made, to 
come back and ask for new appropriations. He 
thought the committee ought to have rejected all 
the amendments which had been proposed this 
morning. 

Mr. BAYLY explained, that the law which had 
been presented to the notice of the committee was 
merely a law to regulate the action of the depart- 
ments, and not to restrict that of Congress, It 
would have been an act of folly to pass a law to 
tie up the hands of Congress, and there was no 
such intention. In every case on which the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means had acted favorably on 
any proposition, it had been sent from the depart- 
ments, accompanied by the plans and estimates 
necessary for their information. The gentleman 
from Tennessee had denounced the proviso to the 
amendment asa humbug. Whether it was so or 
not, it originated with Mr. McKay, of North Car- 
olina, who was chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means four or five years ago, who first 
introduced it into a bill relative to the court-house 
at Wilmington, because there was a disposition to 


| ment of Mr. 


| retary should not 


planation whic 
| proved satisfactory to the committee. 
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make the expenditure exceed the amount of th 
appropriations. The proviso he thought would 
prove a sufficient guard against this, and jit w 
not very likely that the Secretary of the Treasy 
would in the face of it adopt any plan or estima 
which would transcend the amount appropriated . 
The amendment to the amendment Was rejected 
And the question being taken on the amend. 
AYLY, it was agreed to, F 
Mr. BAYLY said, he was instructed by the 


_ Committee of Ways and Means to move the fol. 
| lowing amendment. 


And he rejoiced to be able 


to say, that this was the last of the custom-houses: 


Tne Secretary of the Treasury is hereby authorized and 
required to purchase, as soon as itcan be effected on jey- 
sonable terms, a site for a custom-house and post office i 
he city of Buth, in the State of Maine, and to cause to be 
erected thereon such a building as may be suitable for » 
custom-house and t office: Provided, That the said &, . 

xem it more expedient to have the pres. 
ent custom-house repaired: Provided, also, That the entir, 
cost of said site and building or of such repairs, shall jo, 
exceed the sum of $25,000.” ‘ 


The question being about to be taken on thy 


| amendment, 


Tellers were demanded and granted, (Mr. Cassy 


;and Mr, Woopwarp.) And the vote was ap. 


nounced—ayes 68, noes 61. 
So the amendment was agreed to. 
_Mr. POTTER moved the following amendmen, 
viz: 
“ For purchasing or erecting a building in addition ty th, 


|| custom-house in Baltimore, which shall furnish accommo. 


dations for the United States courts, and for the post office, 
the sum of ninety-nine thousand dollars, to be expended yp. 


| der the direction ofthe Secretary of the Treasury.” 
|| the committee would not give their sanction to this H 
| course, but would pause before the country, be- | 
|| fore it granted these appropriations. Let all these 
|| propositions be submitted to one of the commit- 


|| tees of the House; let us have their reports before 
particular interests concentrated themselves in par- || 


Mr. P. explained, that this amendment was 


| somewhat similar to the one submitted by the 
_ gentleman from Maryland, [Mr. Hammonn,] and 
| who, under the restriction of the five minutes, 


rule, had been prevented from giving that full ex. 
he had no doubt would have 
Now, he 
renewed the amendment for the purpose of stating 
that, from his personal knowledge, he could state 
that the present post office in the city of Baltimore 


| was entirely insufficient for the transaction of the 


business of the office. The rooms were narrow 
and inconvenient, and it had become necessary to 
deposit the mail-bags in a shanty, in the back 
yard, where they were exposed to the danger of 
rotting. Yet the revenue derived from this office 
was not less than $70,000 a year. There were 
twelve carriers employed in the delivery of the 
letters, and their receiving-room was about as 
commodious as the cell of a convict in the peniten- 
tiary. The conveniences for the distribution of 
the mail were so contracted, that it was almost 
impossible to get along with it. He was very 
sure, that by the erection of a commodious build- 
ing, capable of receiving those who had to do the 
business, and rendering the transaction of the bus- 
iness easy and orderly, one half of the present 
expense of clerk-hire would be saved. An appro- 
priation of $50,000 for the building of a new post 
office would effect a great saving to the Govern- 
ment, or certainly to the Post Office Department; 
and, so long as he was satisfied it would be a sav- 
ing to that department, felt himself bound to rec- 
ommend it. As to the court-house, he could also 
speak from personal inspection. The chairman of 
the Judiciary Committee was with him when he 
looked at that building, and they had concurred 
in the opinion that it was insufficient for the pur- 
oo for which it was intended. The committee 
ad just adopted an amendment for a similar ob- 
ject in Cincinnati. The revenue in that place was 
only $50,000, while in Baltimore it amounted to 
$70,000. The improvement was, then, as obviously 
called for in Baltimore as in Cincinnati. He hoped 
the amendment would be area 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, stated 
that petitions on this subject from the city of Bal- 
timore had been referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, but for want of some evidence, the com- 
mittee had not been able to pass on the subject. 
Bat being in Baltimore with the chairman of the 
Post Office Committee, that gentleman had request- 
ed him to accompany him to look at the present 
building. He did so; and he said with regret, 
that he had never seen such a miserabie pretext 
for a court-house as that which he saw in Balti- 
more. It was almost impossible to hear anything 
that was going on. The records were deposited in 
the records 
e 


a coal vault, where, ina very few 
would be rotted "and the ink “epadieated. 
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» heerection of a court-house, it would be a wise || 
ropriation. He had always heretofore doubted 1) 
ne policy of appropriating money for the erection | 
or t offices, and had uniformly voted against i 
But if there was any place where an appro- || 
viation for this purpose was called for more than | 
f any other place, itcertainly was Baltimore; and 
~ thought Congress should authorize an appro- || 
‘ation for this purpose. He hoped that the | 
amendment would be adopted. : 
Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, admitted that || 


ihe court-house in Baltimore was an inconvenient || if this was the fact? 


place, and so were a great many other court-houses 

in Pennsylvania, and in Virginia. But if this sys- | 
em of introducing appropriations to improve all | 
the court-houses and post offices, was to be 
sanctioned, he was afraid we should not have | 
money in the Treasury to pay the appropriations. 
He was very much afraid that we might have to | 
encroach on the Texas fund of ten millions, | 
which would be a great griefto him. He would 


it was proposed to give to the State of Texas. 
But if the country was about to be forced to the 


be very loth to take any of the ten millions which } 
| 


appropriations, he saw no escape. He was afraid 
we should have to take a part of that ten millions. 

The question being about to be taken, tellers 
were demanded and granted. Mr. Meape and Mr. 
Horer were appointed tellers, who announced 
theaffirmative vote 32. The count of the nega- | 
tives Was not insisted on, 


So the amendment to the amendment was re- || 
|| aggregate of about $2,840,000. 


jected. 


Mr. MEACHAM moved an amendment to in- || 


se the salary of the custom-house officer at || n 
oad " | Henry and Oxps were appointed tellers, and an- 


Burlington, Vermont, to increase the appropriation 
to that office for incidental.expenses, $125, and 
eppropriating $500 for the purchase of furniture. 
He trusted that while such liberal appropriations | 
were made to other States, this small item for Ver- | 
mont would not be refused. 

Mr. BAYLY made a question of order, on the | 
ground that this amendment altered the existing 
law which requires that the compensation of the | 
collector shall be the fees of the office. This | 
amendment gave a specific salary. So it was as | 


to the incidental expenses, which were fixed by | 
law. 


Clerk to read. The letter states that the Govern- 


| 
ment has heretofore furnished $79 33 per quarter | 


to pay office rent, fuel, lights, stationery, blanks, 
expenses of visiting offices on the frontier, print- 
ing, &e., &e.; but that within the last two years, 
in consequence of the great increase of business, 
this allowance has been found to be entirely in- 
adequate. The rent has been doubled, from the 
necessity of giving greater accommodation to the 
importers and merchants, while the incidental ex- 
oses have quadrupled, No furniture has ever 
ngranted for the collector’s office. In conse- 
quence of the establishment of two great lines 
railroads from Boston to Burlington, the business 
hes greatly increased, and is increasing as the trade 
of New E 
pass through Lake Champlain, and over these 
railroads, ‘There is also a large amount of de- 
benture and warehouse transportation business, 
&e., all adding to the duties, while the officers on 
the frontier are prohibited from taking fees or 
emoluments of any kind. The following table 
tccompanies this letter: 
Summary statement of the value and relative increase of im- 
ports paying duly ut this office from January 1, 1846, to 
June J isso. : 


ae Value of tmports soon of fies 
mportation. ying duty at this received at this 
vahee office 


A. D. 1846..4.4.... 74,881 81 13,743 1 

SR iaitiens 76,307 61 15,148 81 

ches sa. 121,108 53 24,116 08 

1849......... 239,926 63 47.738 92 

Ist qr. in 1850...... 97 85 9,976 90 

2d qr. weseese 169,415 83 34,005 98 
REMARKS. 


Value of exports of foreign produce and manufacture in 

liable to duty, reported and inspected at this office, 
Varies in amount from ,000 20 $500,000 per annum. 

Value of exports of 


and specie, not tiable to duty, varies in amount from $350,000 : 
bo 000 per annum. 
aiue of imports in bond, to Canada, inspected at this 
amount to ya to $600,000 per annum. 
Value of imperts in bond, from Canada, inspected 


and 
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honght that even if $90,000 were to be expended i bended at this office, amount to from $200,000 to &400,000 


ro- | of order. 


| sition within the rule, modified it by striking out | 
the part relating to the salary of the collector. | 


true. | 
R. M. McLANE, and Mr. BAYLY— 


order. 





the ground that under the existing law, passed this || 
| session, the sum of $2,600,000 was appropriated | that the gentleman from Tennessee was in earnest 
to defray the expenses of collecting the revenue. | 
Out of that sum the Secretary of the Treasury || 
| makes the disbursements where they are required. || 
very verge of ruin by this extensive system of | He hoped the committee would not interfere with || © 
|| this executive duty, by assuming the right to || 


|| ticular point. 
|| receive enough, let him go to the Secretary of the | 
|| Treasu 


| nounced the affirmative vote to be 31. 


‘| amendment, viz: 


Mr. MEACHAM sent to the Clerk’s table a | 
letter from the collector, which he requested the | 





| ing, either for the use of the county, or for the use 


of | 


ngland, Canada, and the West must | 





mestic produce and manufactare | 


Ay, 


162 











| arrangement, to join in the expense and use of the 


per annum. A. A. CATLIN, OoUector of Oustoms. | build: 
Custom-Hovse, District oF Vermont, "* : 
Coliector’s Burlington, July 25, 1850. Mr. SWEETSER asked if the amendment was 
|| in order? 


The CHAIR (Mr. Srrone) decided that it was 

; t . || not in order, as there was no appropriation by law 

Mr: MEACHAM, in order to bring his propo- } for the erection of this cabryhoeeb . 

pee ean asked if ik might not be con- 

ve | si belonging to th genci 

Mr. BAYLY contended that the incidental ex- || eneeuale Department? een ae 
Mr. HARALSON appealed from the decision 


nses were also regulated by law. 
The CHAIR asked the gentleman from Vermont || of the Chair; and the question being put, “ Shall 
|| the decision of the Chair stand as the judgment of 


|| the committee ?’” it waa carried in the affirmative. 
The Clerk read the following item: 

“ For the survey of the coast of the United States, inclu- 
a . || ding compensation to saperintendent and assistants $180,- 
The CHAIR decided the amendment to be in || ove.” 

|| Mr. JONES moved that that clause be stricken 


| out, 
Mr. BAYLY then opposed the amendment, on | > Mev HOUMESeald he éould: hardly eeppose 


The CHAIR decided the amendment to be out || 
| 


Mr. MEACHAM said, he did not think this 





After a few words from Mr. RUMSEY, Mr. || 


in making that motion. He had noticed in one of 
the newspapers this morning an account of a most 
important discovery that had been made by the 
oast survey on the northwest coast. It was well 
known to every member of the House, he be- 
lieved, that the entrance to the Columbia river was 
very unsafe for vessels of a large tonnage, and that 
many disasters had occurred to ships attempting 
. and obtain more. || to enter that river, and that there had been great 
ONES said, that in addition to this || loss of property. The superintendent of the const 
| survey had received a letter from one of the offi- 

| cers attached to that service, informing him that a 
|| practicable and safe channel had been discovered. 
|| Mr. BUTLER, of Pennsylvania, inquired if 
| this discovery had been made by the coast survey? 
Mr. HOLMES said he understood that it had 
been made by the officers of the coast survey. 
The importance of a discovery of this kind, he 
|| added, to the commerce of the country was very 
|| great; and the service rendered to the country by 
|| the coast survey generally, was above all price. 
|, He was very much surprised, indeed, that objec- 
|| tion should be made to this appropriation by a 
|, gentleman from the South, while the North witha 
|| commendable liberality, were willing to extend the 
|| benefits derived from this service to all the south- 


make an appropriation for this purpose at any par- | 
tf the collector at this place did not || 


Mr. 
$2,600,000, there were about $240,000 arising from 
fees, applicable to the same purpose, making an 


The question being about to be taken— 
Tellers were demanded and granted. Messrs. 


i The count 
of the noes was not insisted on. 
So the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. HARALSON submitted the following 


“To aid the justices of the inferior court of Cobb 
county, Georgia, in the erection of a suitable court-house in 
the town of Marietta, in which to hold the District Court of 
the United States for the upper district of Georgia, as well 
as the courts of said county, the sum of $5,000: Provided, 


however, That for the future use of said court-house by said . 
United ‘States courts, no further charge shall be made || ern coast. The paltry sum proposed to be appro- 
|| against the Government.” ] priated was not worthy to be brought into com- 


parison with the benefits arising from the services 
| performed by the coast survey. The gentleman, 


in this appropriation. It was the practice in | he thought, would not greatly commend himself 
large cities to pay high rents for buildings for the || '® the reflecting and sensible portion of the people 
use of the Government. This court was held re this country, by proposing to do away with 
in the new part of the State of Georgia. The a. bel \ 
court-house was erected there in the infancy of || e question being taken on the motion of the 
the county. It wasaltogether an unsuitable build- || €¢?t!eman from Tennessee, upon a division, by 
| ayes 33, noes 90, it was rejected. 

Mr. SWEETSER moved to strike out $180,000 
and insert $150,000. 
| The appropriation, he said, that was made in 
| 1844 for the coast survey, was $80,000; it had now 
| increased to $180,000. 
The CHAIRMAN remarked, that in the opinion 
| of the Chair, the amendment of the gentieman 
| from Ohio was notin order; a motion to strike out 
|| the whole section having been made and decided 
|| in the negative. 

Mr. SWEETSER asked for the reading of that 
part of the fifty-third rule which is applicabie to 


Mr. H. desired to make a brief explanation, | 
in order to show that there would be economy | 


of the United States. The population there had | 
increased as largely as in any other portion of the 
State. It was proposed by the inferior court of || 
the county—sustained by the recommendation of 
the grand jury, to erect a court-house suited to the 
present state of the population and wants of the 
county. But as the district court of the United 
States was by law held at the same place, it was 
proper that the building proposed to be erected, 
should be one calculated to accommodate the Fed- 
eral court at its sessions. If the Government does | 
aa pepaea D oo Cre uy of tg, boii it | ~ math ude re 
is but reasonable that for the use of it, after it is is subject; and it was read as follows: 
built by the county, a charge for rent "should be || “A motion to strike out being lost, shall preclude neither 
made against the Government. The practice of amendineat nor a motion to strike out and insert. 
the ever intent ae to pay rent x on use of o i CHAIR then ruled the amendment to be 
room under such circumstances. The rent would || in order. 
soon swallow up the amount proposed to be appro- | Mr. SWEETSER said he was merely about to 
priated. At the rate of six per cent., five thou- || state that the estimates for the expenses of the 
sand dollars would give three hundred dollars an- coastsurvey in 1844, were $80,000, and it appeared 
nually. If that be a reasonable rent, in about | they were increasing with singular rapidity. He 
| 





fifteen years the wholeamountof the appropriation || confessed that he was opposed to the whole sys- 
will have been exhausted in rent. But if you || tem. The same service, he thought, could very 
unite in erecting the building under the amérd- well be performed by the officers of the navy of 
ment which | propose, the future use of it is se- || the United States, without the aid of this addi- 
cured to the Federal court, notonly for fifteen years, | tional corps. If the appropriations went on in- 
but as long as it may be held at that place. The | creasing in the same ratio, he asked gentlemen to 
appropriation would, therefore, be an economical || reflect, and say what they would probably be in 
expenditure, and afford a convenience to the Gov- | twenty years from thia time. He was opposed to 
ernment. A petition had been sent to Congress | making this large appropriation for this purpose, 
from the inferior court of the county, through one || especially at a time like this, when there was a 
of the Ju of the Supreme Court, ‘Judge || necessity for economizing the funds of this Goy- 
Wayne,) which embodied all the facts. hen 
the court-house shall have been erected by the 
county, it will be too late to make this reasonable 


ernment. He did not assent to the proposition 
which was me to him by the sovksen 





































































































increase in the wants of the commerce of the 
country, commensurate with this increase of ap- 
propriation. He hoped that if his motion did not 
prevail, some other motion would, by which the 
amount of the appropriation would reduced. 
It was high time that public attention was called 
to this subject, in order that it might be ascertained 
whether the wants of the commerce of the coun- 
try were such as to authorize this large expendi- 
ture. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, said he sup- 
posed he would have the privilege of replying to 
the gentleman from Ohio, in opposition to his mo- 
tion to reduce the appropriation for the coast 
survey. 

Tie CHAIRMAN assented. 

Mr. STANTON said that the idea thrown out 
by the gentleman from Ohio that this Government 
was embarrassed, or in want of money, was alto- 
gether a new idea to him, He was certainly not 
aware of that fact, But even admitting that the 
Government was embarrassed, there was no pur- 
pose to which money could be more usefully ap- 
pled than for the survey of the coast of the United 
States. In what estimation must a Government 
like this be held if it had not the ability to survey 
the coast, of that part of this continent at least 
which was in the possession of the people of the 
United States? tHe was very sorry to perceive 
that there was opposition to this appropriation, 
and particularly sorry that it came from a Rep- 
resentative of his own State. Ever since he had 
been in Congrese he had observed that opposition 
was made invariably, at every session, to appropri- 
ations foe the Observatory, for the Coast Survey, 
and for everything of a similar character; and that 
opposition usually proceeded from the same quar- 
ter. He had no hesitation in saying—and he said 
it with a full sense of the responsibility which 
the assertion carried with it—that there was noth- 
ing More important, there was nothing that was 
more conducive to the highest interests of this 
Government, than this very thing. He would be 
sorry to see the appropriauon reduced to tne ex- 
tent of a single dollar. 

The gentleman from Ohio had referred to the 
fact that this appropriation, within a few years, 
had been greatly increased. If gentlemen would 
reier tv the amount of service rendered during the 
early period of the progress of the coast survey, 
when the aspropriaion was but $80,000 or per- 
haps jeas, and to the extent of coast that had been 
surveyed since the appropriation had been in- 
creased, it would be found that there was actual 
economy in the increase of expenditure, There 
was only the same number of controlling officers 
as when the expenditure was but about $50,000, 
and the accelerated progress of the work was 
greater than the increase of the expenditure. The 
shoals in the various harbors of the United States 
were constantly shifting, and it was proper that 
the Government should know what these changes 
were. 

‘The question being taken on the amendment of 
the gentieman from Ohio, it was not agreed to, 

Mr. THURSTON moved to amend the bill by 
inserting the following, viz: 

“ Por the continuation of the survey of the west coast of 
the United States, by the Superintendent of the Coast Sur- 
vey, $23,000,” 

Mr. THURSTON eaid: Mr, Chairman, I do 
not know but | have offered this amendment in an 
inauspicious moment. After the great number of 
amendments which have just been offered to this 
bill, in che shape of original amendments and sub- 
amendments, and voted down, | have some little 
mixgivings fest mine may go the same way. How- 
ever, | have offered it, and I shall rely for its suc- 
cess on its own merits, 

Lhold in my hands, sir, a copy of a letter of the 
honorable Rovert J, Walker, late Secretary of the 
Treasury under Mr. Polk, bearing date October 
25, lade, wS. Pleasanton, Esq., Fifth Auditor of 
the ‘Treasury, in which he says: 

Sra: In reply tw your ietter of the Q3d instant, I have to 
intorm you Urat examinations and reports by the Superin- 
tendeut of the Coast Survey therein suggested, have been 
directed t be made, 

The departwent approves the suggestion that the Col- 
lee or of Astoria de appointed Superintendent of Lights and 
Buoys within bie collection district, and that he be charged 
with tbe erection of the two Nerden eee the 
buoys, authorized by section 27, of the act of last session 
to establish the territorial government bat is of 
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ernment, for the year ending June 30, 1845, the correspond. 
ence on these subjects should be addressed, and the ac- 
counts rendered in the usual way. ‘The department further 
approves your suggestion of the examination, by parties of 
the Coast Survey, of the sites designated in the above 27th 


s-ction, and has directed the Superintendent.to execute the | 


wame, und to locate the buoys Winch may be deemed 
necessary, after the examination is made. It will be proper 
aud is direeted that $5,000 of ube appropriation authorized 
by section 27th of the above act, be placed to the credit of 
the General Disbursiug Agent of the Coast Survey, to meet 
the necessary advances in the required examination; and 
the remainder to the credit of the Collector. of Astoria, to 
be expended on advisement with the Coast Survey aseist- 
ants charged with the examination of the western coast, 
sould the erection of the light-houses and placing of buoys, 
ou either, be deemed desirable by said Collector. 

Accordingly, sir, a land and hydrographic party 
was dispatched to that coast, for the purpose of 
making reconnoissance of the coast, selecting and 
surveying sites for light-houses, and performing 
such other work as the Superintendent of the 
Coast Survey from time to time might direct. 
W hen those parties were dispatched to that coast, 
for the purposes | have indicated, it was not sup- 
posed that the expense of prosecuting the work 
would be much higher, if any, than similar work 
cost on this side. ‘T'lmes, however, on that coast 
have changed, and with them the difficulties and 
expense of prosecuting the work for winch these 
parties were sent. 

But, Mr. Chairman, I will add, asa reason why 
this amendment should prevail, that this appro- 
priation which my amendment proposes, meets at 
once the approbation of Professor Bache, Superin- 
tendent of the Coast Survey, ef the Secretary of 
the Treasury, and | am authorized to say, that of 
the Committee on Commerce. 

By the last mail, Professor Bache received a re- 
port and communication from Lieutenant Com- 
manding McArthur, assistant of the coast survey, 
and who has charge of the hydrographic party 
now on the west coust, asking for additional means 
to be placed at his command, and to be permitted 
to pay the wages of the country to such men as 
he might wish toemploy. Aftera full examination 
of the facts communicated to him by Lieutenant 
McArthur, Professor Bache deliberately came to 
the conclusion, that the prosecution of the survey 
of that coast would either have to be abandoned, 
or an additional appropriation obtained from Con- 
gress to carry iton. ‘The result was, that he came 
to see me upon the subject, and | gave i to him, 
as my deliberate opinion, that he would have to 
authorize Lieutenant Commanding McArthur to 
pay the wages of the country, as he had asked to 
be permitted to do, or the work would have-to be 
abandoned. | also informed him that the sites for 
two light-houses, north of the Columbia river, one 
on New Dungeness, and one off Cape Fiawery, 
should also be surveyed. Accordingly, Professor 
Bache sent instructions to Lieutenant McArthur 
to pay the wages of the country, to survey the 
sites named, and to prosecute his work, informing 
him that an appropriation would be asked for, and 
undoubtedly granted. in furtherance of this ob- 
ject, he addressed the following letter to the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury: 

Coasr Sorvery Station, August 9, 1850. 

Sin: The importance of an early survey of the western 
coast of the United States, aud of informauon in regard to 
the sites of light-houses, beacons, Luoys, and other aids to 
navigation, induc: d your predecess6rs to authorize and di- 
rect tliat sume land and hydrographical parties of the Coast 
Survey should be sent there. The difficulties which these 
parties have had to coutend with, aud are now contending 
with, from the high prices.of labor and of all the necessa- 
ries of life, and trom circumstances growing out of Uvese, 
are very great. The hydrographic party, under the charge 
of Lieutenant Commanding McArtwur, United States Navy, 
Assistant in the Cuast Survey, was directed to proceed to 
Oregon to examine the entiance to Columbia river, and to 
place the buoys and to examine the sites for light-houwses re- 
quired by the twenty-seventh sectipn of the act establishing 
tue Territorial government of Oregon. The aitempt by partot 
the crew of Lieutenant commanding MeArthur’s vessel to 
take the fife of the officer in command of ove of the boatsin 
the harbor of San Francisco, ia order to.cover their desertion, 
and the measures in cousequence, have been heretulore re- 
epee to the departmeot. Lu order to fill up Lis crew, Lieut, 

eArthur proceeded to the Sandwich Isiands, and thence 
returned to the entrance to Columbia river. Here he has 
tound the temptation to desert nearly as strong as on the 
coast of Calitornia. Two officers who were sent on shore to 
put ip a surveying signal on Cape Disappoinunent, and being 
overwken by a storm it was impracticable to rewrn that day 
to the . During the night the entire boat’s erew de- 
serted, carrying the boat with them. Lieutenant Command- 
ing MeArthur expresses the opinion that it will be impossi- 
bie to go On with this important work, unless provided with 
more ample means, and allowed to pay the men such wages 
vs will secure their remaining by the work. In regara wo 
important developments this harbor, Lieutenant Com- 


in 
manding MeArtbur interesting particulars, 
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eee el 
that additional efforts should be made to give ; ; 

A new channel has been discovered by "we finer cen? 
pilot, and the changes which have occurred since the 
reeent charts were made are such as to render them Mepienss 
T have already recommended to the departtuent to anti, 
the payment of the wages of the country, at the Gittean 
of the officers of the survey and superintendent, It ie bs > 
economy to appropriate any means which do not bring a 
a result, and on the contrary, the importance of the curv 
of the western coast, at least of its reconnoissanc: . 





present time, is great and is daily increasing. | » at the 
most earnestly that application be rer Duheeee - 


means to give efficiency to 0 i 
there. From the best Shaoiee whieh | t Tntetiins an ; 
an additional sum of at least twenty-five thousand dotien? 
will be required for this purpose. T would, therefore r 
speetfuliy request that the honorable Secretary of the ‘Ty, ~ 
ury will apply to the Committee of Ways and Means (; 
insertion, under the miscellaneous head, in the civii and 
diplomatic bill of the present year, of a special iem—tir 
continuing the survey of the western coast of the Unineg 
States, twenty-five thousand dollars, 

Very respeetiully yours 

A. D. BACHE, 
Superintendent U. 8. Coast Suruey, 

Hon. Tuomas Corwin, Secretary of the Treasury. 

After a due examination of the whole matter 
the Secretary of the Treasury became satisfied that 
an appropriation was absolutely indispensable, and 
therefore sddressed a letter to the Commitiee of 
Ways and Means, asking, I believe, an appropri. 
ation of forty thousand dollars. For some reason 
which I presume the honorable chairman wii| a. 
plain when I have done, the committee refused to 
recommend the appropriation. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, let it not be supposed this 
is an appropriation for Oregon or for California, 
It is an appropriation for the whole country. Ore. 
gon and California, to be sure, are interested jn it, 
and so is the commerce of the world, and particularly 
that of the United States. The sum is not extray. 
agant—it is small; and when it is recollected that 
California and Oregon have an extent of fourteen 
or fifteen hundred miles of sea-coast, without reck- 
oning her waters inland, such as the bay and har- 
bors of San Francisco, and the waters in and about 
Puget’s Sound; and when it is also recollected that 
there is not a single light-house on the coast, or a 
single site surveyed for one, and that the coast, 
and its harbors, and its currents are but very im- 
perfectly known, I certainly think, sir, this litle 
appropriation will not appear extravagant. 

These parties, at the last advices, had been 
operating at the mouth of the Columbia river, and 
were about to proceed north to examine the waters 
and coasts of Puget’s Sound. I have read with 
great pleasure this morning an authentic report of 
the observations and doings of these parties at the 
mouth of the Columbia river. ‘The far-famed 
dangers of that river, existing only in imagination 
and name, are now exploded, and flee away before 
the researches and inroads of science and enter- 
prise. To the enterprising Captain Charles White, 
late of New York, is to be rendered the high 
eulogium in the commercial history of the country, 
. the commerce of that beautiful and mag- 
nificent river upon a firm basis; and % those 
parties, now prosecuting the survey will, f doubt 
not, if you will place the means in their hands, be 
rendered the praise of faithfully surveying that 
whole coast, and constructing a chart, and laying 
down a commercial highway, along which the 
fleets and commerce of the world can pass with 
safety. 

In conclusion, sir, | wish to say, that you are 
informed by Lieutenant McArthur, now in charge 
of the work on that coast, that the work must be 
abandoned, unless further means are placed at 
his command. You are informed by Professor 
Bache, who has charge of ail these matters, and 
who has given the matter his serious attention, 
that unless this appropriation is granted, he must 
withdraw the parties, and what has been done be 
abandoned and lost; and you are informed by the 
Secretary of the Treasury, upon his responsibility 
as the guardian of the Treasury, that this appro- 
priation is absolutely indispensable, and that the 
public work and public interest must suffer, irre- 
trievably suffer, without it. 1, too, sir, will inform 
you, and this committee, that that coast needs this 
work, that the people there ask it at your hands, 
that the commerce of the nation demands it, and 
that the justice of the nation will approve it. 

Having said what | have, sir, | will submit my 
amendment into the keeping of the committee, to 
whom I have heretofore submitted ail my requests, 
and by whom | have been most generously treated. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, who was 
very indistinctly heard by the reporter, was under- 
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ggideration before the committee, it was rejected 


* a very decisive vote. There was, in his opin- 


- a very liberal appropriation in the bill already 


for this object, and there was consequently no } 
pecessity for the amendment. — } 

Mr VINTON moved to strike out $25,000, and || 
insert $26,000; and he did so, he said, for the pur- 

ge of saying a word or two in reply to the re- 
nerks of the gentleman from Mississippi. The 
igst Administration had sent outa party to explore 
this western coast. They were engaged in that || 
work now, and he thought that it would be not 
only bad policy, but very poor economy to with- 
jaw them from the labor they were engaged in. 
i was very well known that before the United 
Sates obtained possesssion of that country that 
cast was almost a terra incognita. The maps 
of the egast showed the isiands and obstructions 
» the navigation several miles from their true po- 
sitions. The object was not to make a hydro- 
graphical survey, but a general reconnoissance, by 
which the prevailing currents might be known, 
and that the positions of shoals and other obstruc- 
ions to the navigation might be known, and that 
such general information might be obtained as was 
essentially necessary to the safe navigation of that 

ast. 

to accurate topographical information, that 
would be the work of some future time. It was 
necessary, a8 he was informed by the Superintend- 
envof the Coast Survey, that an examination should 
be made, in order to know where to place light- 
houses and buoys at the mouth of the Columbia 
river,and so of various other points, as, for in- 
stance, at the entrance to the harbor of San Fran- | 
cisco. Already the corps of officers employed in 
this reconnoissance had discovered an important 
river and bay just at the dividing line between 
Oregon and California. When these important | 
services were being rendered, it certainly appeared | 
io him to be not only-bad policy but false economy 
to withhold the appropriation. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, availing himself 
of his right to speak in opposition to the pending 
amendment, said, he desired merely to make an | 
explanation. The remarks that he had made 
seemed to have been misunderstood. What he 
had said, or intended to say, was, that as long as 
this Government Jasted, there would probably be 
a necessity for some such work as this, on ac- 


' 
| 


good to say that when this amendment was under || vessels furnished by this Government 





count of the fact that the harbors of this country 
were not permanent; that the bottoms of those har- 
bors were continually shifting. The Coast Survey 
establishment was admitted on all hands to be 
highly important and highly creditable to the Gov- 
erament. When he had said that the work would 
not cease, he did not mean to say that the service 
would not be completed, On the contrary, he 
maintained that the work was progressing faster 
than under the small appropriations, and in a 
ratio of increase greater than that of the appro- 
priations, 

So far from being opposed to the appropriation, 
he thought it was highly important that it should 
be made. As a partof his remarks, he would 
send to the Clerk, and request him to read, a com- 
munication that had been received from one of the 
officers of the Coast Survey now employed on the 
Pacific coast. 

The communication was read by the Clerk. 

Mr. VINTON remarked, that he did not wish 
his amendment to prevail. 

The question was taken on the amendment of 
the iemenie from Ohio, and it was not agreed to. 

Mr. CARTTER moved to amend by reducing 
the appropriation to $100. 

He said he understood that this topographical 
survey of the coast had recently originated a new 
corps of officers chargeable on the Treasury; that 
it commenced with a small appropriation which 
had now grown up to the sum of about $250,000 
annually, He did not wish to be understood as 
being opposed to an accurate and critical survey 
of the coast, because he believed the interests of 
the commerce of the country required it; but he 
Was opposed to the increase of the expenditures of 
the Government by the addition of a superfluous 
corps of officers for this purpose. As the matter 
& present stood, according to his understanding 
of it, it presented the singular anomaly of having 
& set of idle men, of men without employment, 
quartered upon this Gcvernment, spending their 
“me en the Pacifi¢ coast in rioting, and using the 








and headquarters for frolicking. 
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mine, whether the work ought to be under the 
control and management of the officers of the navy, 


How was it that these men were permitted to || or under the control of this separate establish- 
squander their time and waste the public money || ment. If he had had the arrangement of this mat- 


when the officers of the navy of the United States 
might perform the service for which they were 
sent out ag well as it could possibly be performed 
by them? It was a burning shame that this Gov- 
ernment permitted it. It was an outrage on the 
public Treasury. He should vote against the ap- 
propriation, not because he beliéved the work ought 
not to be done, but because he thought it was 
wholly annecessary to employ these men to per- 
form a work that could as well be performed by 
the naval officers of the United States. And he 
believed further, thatit would be for their benefit 
as well as for the benefit of the Government that 
they should be engaged in it. He would inquire of 
his friend, the chairman of the Naval Committee, 
if there could not be spared a sufficient number of 
old rusty Commodores to perform this service. 
Mr. MORSE said he presumed it would be in 
order for him to oppose the amendment of the 
gentleman from Ohio to reduce this appropriation 


toa sum so small as to defeat the object of the | 


appropriation altogether. 

It was not the first time—and he was sorry to 
say that this practice was increasing daily in that 
House—that he had observed gentlemen taking 
peculiar pleasure and peculiar pride in denouncing 


the officers of the army and navy of this country | 


as a set of idle and useless individuals, extracting 
money from the Treasury of the United States 
without rendering any service. He desired to 
say that, as an American, he felt proud to do all 
that it was in hia power to do, by his voice and by 
his vote, to maintain the dignity of those two 
branches of the public service. He had listened 
to the remarks of the gentleman from Ohio with 
mingled feelings of surprise and regret—not to use 
a harsher term... The army and the navy when- 


1} 





| 
| 
} 
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ter from the commencement, he would have plarcd 
the coast survey under the conirol of the Navy 
Department, He was not entirely satisfied that 
the charge should be made against this Govern- 
ment for the support of this corps, denominated 
the Coast Survey; and he believed, as he had seid, 
that the Navy Department could render this ser- 
v.ce as well as this separate corps of officers. 

Mr. BAKER said, he had no wish to determine 
the question as to which of these branches of the 


| public service ought to have charge of the work 


of surveying the coast. He had no doubt that 
either of them waa very competent to perform u. 
But he was opposed io the amendment, for reasons 
which he trusted would be undegstood and appre- 
ciated by his iriends onalisides. They were now 
appropriating upwards of $200,000 for this coast 
survey, while they had been ever since 1832 inef- 
fectually struggling for an appropriation for re- 
moving obstructions from the Mississippi river, 
where more boats were wrecked every year upon 
, rocks and shoals and other obstructions known to 
exist, than had ever been wrecked on all the 
shoals and rocks that had been examined or dis- 
covered by the Coast Survey. He, for one, would 
| never vote a dollar for surveying the Atlantic or 
the Pacific coast, unless an appropriation were 
made for the Mississippi, where large numbers of 
steamboats were lost every year. 

He thought it was far more important to remove 
the obstructions that were known to exist, and 
that could not be avoided, and by which a large 
amount of commerce was endangered, than to 
search after rocks and shoals where it was of com- 
paratively litthe consequence whether they exisied 
or not. He was of opinion that the Mississippi 
river—that great inland sea—ought to be consid- 


} 


ever they had been called on—in the last war with || ered of sufficient consequence to induce Congress 


Great Britain, and in the late war with Mexico— 
had “been prompt to vindicate, the honor of the 
American nation. The gentleman had inquired 
why these men who were in receipt of the money 


of this Government—not half paid, by the way— | 


were not called on to perform this service? It 
was, perhaps, because the work required a degree 


of talent and a degree of skill which the hardy | 


seamen could scarcely be expected to possess. 
Mr. BAYLY. Will the gentleman allow me 
to say, that at the very time he is ostensibly de- 


| fending the navy, he is representing them, and 


very unjustly, as incompetent to perform this ser- 
vice, 

Mr. MORSE said he did not desire to take les- 
sons from the chairman of the Committee of 
Waysand Means as to the manner in which he 
should support the character of the navy. In 


to make an appropriation for the purpose of re- 
moving obstructions from its channel, which ob- 
structions were the cause of immense Josses, of 
innumerable shipwrecks, Until this was done he 
did not intend to vote for a single dollar of the ap- 
| propriation for the survey of either the Atlanucor 


; 


|| the Pacifiec const. 


| 
j 


| 


Mr. HOLMES desired permission to inquire of 
the gentleman from Illinois if there had not been 
appropriations made for the purpose referred jo 
by him? 

Mr. BAKER replied that there had been a 
| show of appropriating the pitiful sum of $2,000 for 
| a work that required ten times ag much. More 
| losses occurred every year, he repeated, in the way 
| of freight and insurances by reason of these ob- 
| structions, than had ever occurred by means of a!l 


| the rocks and shoals ever surveyed or discovered 


reference to the remark of the gentleman from || by the Coast Survey. 


Ohio, that the old commodores in the navy || 


The question was taken on the amendment, and 


ought to be employed in this service, he would re- || it was not agreed to. 


mark, that there were commodores in the navy 


i 





Mr. BAYLY moved to atrike out ‘ $25,000," 


of the United States who had distinguished them- || and to insert ‘* $5,000.” 


selves in service,and who were covered with || 


Mr. B. said, he had done this, not because he 


wounds; and it was unworthy of this nation to | was inimical to the coast survey, but because he 


treat those men with disrespect, 


| 


| thought that it ought to be carried on by the army 


Mr. GRINNELL (interposing) said there were || and the navy. Portions of these branches of the 


officers in the navy who were unquestionably 
competent for this service. 


r. MORSE said he was well aware of that fact. | 


| 


| service ought to be employed in making these sur- 
veys; and it was @ great mistake to suppose that 
| they wished to be relieved of this duty. On the 


There were men in the naval service who were || contrary, they thought it belonged to them te per- 


competent; but there were other requisitions, and 


form it. 
this wasa force which required an additional expen- || 


He had another reason: [t would remove 
what he looked on as a constitutional difficulty, 


diture; but whether this fact were so or not, it was || By throwing this duty on the civil departnient of 


not for the gentleman to get up there, without 


knowing anything about the subject and without 
producing any evidence, and attack this particu- 


lar branch of the service. 


it 
i 


the Government, and thus raking it a branch of 


| the civil power, we do that which raises the con- 


|| stitutional question. ‘He denied the authority of 
the Government to do this. It was within the 


It was important thatthe coast should be well | power of the Governmnnt to employ the grmy 
surveyed, and every dollar appropriated for that | and navy in the service, and at a proper time he 


purpose was so mach contributed for the benefit | 


of the commerce of the whole country. 


had no doubt it would be done by them. 
Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, was opposed to 


The question was taken on the amendment of | any motion which was intended to reduce the ap- 
the gentleman from Tennessee, ad it was not | propriations for the coast survey. He conceded 


agreed to. \\ 
Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, proposed to || the navy. 


strike out $25,000, and insert 
this motion, he said, chiefly for the pa 


000, He made || any other hands. 
' 
se of re- \ 


that.it was very proper that it should be done by 
It was improper that it should be in 
But as Congress had deter- 
mined over and over again that the duty should be 


mying to the inquiry of the gentleman from Ohio. || confided to others, and that it should continue 
he gentieman asked if some of the old commo- 
dores of the navy could not be spared to orm 


this work? It was a difficult question 


‘deter- 


under civil control, that subject was no longer be- 
fore us, The uestion now was, whether all this 


eppropriation should be expended on the Adantie 
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plied to the Pacific coast. He was in favor of 
giving something for Oregon, and he would have 


been willing to appropriate $40,000 for the survey || 


of the coast of the Pacific. He did not approve of 
ihe practice of denouncing the system every time a 
emall appropriation was asked for. He appealed 
to the geritleman from Ohio (Mr. Sweerser] 
whether, with all his determination to make the 
Mexican territories free soil, he would no tbe 
ready to carry this survey to the Isthmus? 
After some conversation on the point of order, 


The amendment to the amendment was rejected. | 
Mr. HOLMES moved to amend by striking out | 


$25.000 and inserting $30,000. 

fe merely desired to say a word in reply to the 
gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Bayty.] That 
ciple that what is unconstitutional in itself, might 


navy, instead of civilians. 


did not understand. 
Mr. PARKER rose to order. 


Mr. HOLMES resumed his remarks as to the 


army and navy. Now, the army was quite large 


and the navy was small, and he did not know how | 
their services could be employed in equal propor- | 


tion. And if we were about to go into that fierce 
struggle which gentlemen seem to see ahead—if 


we are about to have a conflict with Texas, we | 


may require our oor ene navy there. 
Mr. BAYLY. here is the topographical 


corps? 


Mr. HOLMES. They would be required to | 
go ahead and make a survey of Texas, that we | 
may know what we have to conquer. The ques- | 


tion is not whether we have the power to enlarge 


us look to that, and if we have, let us determine 
whether, after sending out our officers, and fitting 


out expensive expeditions, and giving our officers || 
the opportunity te acquire skill and experience, it || 
would be wise economy to order all the ships | 
back, with all their costly instruments, or whether || 
it would not be a more rational course to make this || 


appropriation. 

Mr. JONES opposed the amendment of the 
gentleman from South Carolina, because he 
thought the proposition should have been made 
with some regard to where the means are to come 
from. He did not think it a sound maxim to vote 
for all appropriations and against all taxes. He 
referred to the remark of his colleague, [Mr. 
Srawron,] that the receipt of revenue this year 
would be near fifty millions, for the purpose of 
expressing his dissent. 

Mr. STANTON explained, that he had gathered 
the fact in conversation with Mr. R. J. Walker, 
who stated that it would amount to that sum. 


|'to improve harbors and rivers. But Congress 
| has express power to raise and support an army 
-andnavy. To ourarmy and all others, is attached 
a corps of topographical engineers. ‘Their appro- 
| priate duty is to make topographical surveys, 
| with a view to the operations of the army. A 
portion of the officers of every navy in the world 
| are employed, whenever an opportunity presents 
itself, in surveying coasts, harbors, and road- 
steads. Why, sir, if British or French man-of- 
| war drops anchor to-morrow in Hampton Roads, 
the next day they will have their young officers 
out surveying and making soundings, to test the 
accuracy of their charts. ‘To take all means to 
provide for the safety of their ships under ail 
| circumstances, is among their highestduties, Now, 


|| sir, there are two branches of the coast survey: 
gentleman must abandon his claims to be a great | 
constitutional lawyer, when he lays down the prin- | 


one on land, the other on the water. The trian- 
gulation and the topographical survey of the land, 





; || should be a tax laid to raise it. 
this appropriation, but have we the treasure? Let | 





' \ || connected with the coast survey, is the appropriate 
be made constitutional by employing the army and | 
it was probably in | 
harmony with the abstractions of 1798, which he | 


| duty of the army—the operations on the water, 
of the navy. And they ought, under the direction 
of their respective heads, to codperate in making 


| the coast survey. The gentleman has said he did 


not understand the doctrines of 1798. 
Mr. HOLMES said he did at the time, as he 
| supposed, for he voted forthem. ut Virginia 
did not come up to the mark. 
Mr. BAYLY. The gentleman is the last man 
who should speak lightly or disparagingly of them. 
| It is the absurd construction put upon them by 
| persona of the gentleman’s school which has to 
| some extent brought them into disrepute. The 
| gentleman not only does not understand the doc- 
| trines of 98, but he is unmindful of the precepts, 
| in other respects, of their great author. Mr. Jef- 
| ferson’s maxim was, that in a Government like 
ours, in every bill appropriating money, there 
The gentleman 
votes habitually for every sort of appropriation— 
for every sort of object, and makes a great outcry 
if perchance any of them are defeated; and then 
when it is proposed to levy the taxes to .meet 
them, he cries out, Oppression, oppression—and is 
| ready for revolution and bloodshed. 
Mr. HOLMES said it was his maxim to vote 
for the most liberal appropriations, and the least 
amount of taxes. He was for free trade, and 


near itas he could. He was sorry to confess that 
the doctrines of 1798 had now been brought into 
ridicule. In their perplexity the South Carolinians 
understood Thomas Jefferson, the Apostle of De- 
mocracy, as meaning what the language expressed, 
anil they endeavored to carry these doctrines into 
practical operation. But Virginia backed out after 
she got us in the scrape. 

Mr. BAYLY. If Virginia got you into the 
scrape, she got you out of it. 

Mr. SCHENCK moved an amendment, to re- 


when he could not get all he wished, he got as 


|| duce the amount of appropriation. He stated that 


Mr. JONES dissented from Mr. Walker. Ac- || the amount appropriated for the Coast Survey 


cording to the estimates of the Treasury, he did 
not see that it could exceed $34,000,000. He pre- 


dicted that when the next Congress commenced, || 


gentiemen would find that they would be called on 


to vote large sums for deficiencies, and to borrow | 


money to pay the expenses of the Government. 
His colleague had expressed regret to see the op- 
position which was made to all these objects, the 

bservatory, &e. Now that building commenced 
with a small appropriation, and now $100,000 was 
required for it; an 
for a Nautical Almanac. Now all these were 
abuses, and were any of them more prominent 
than the Coast Survey? If his colleague regretted 
this opposition for the sake of Tennessee, he 


‘Mr. J.) could but regret, also for the State of || 


ennessee, that the public money should be so 
aquandered. 

The amendment to the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. BAYLY moved to amend, by striking out 
$25 000, and inserting $26,000. 

The gentleman says | must abandon all claim 
to be a constitutional lawyer, if 1 maintain that Con- 
gress has not ihe authority under the commercial 
power, to survey the coast by a corps of civilians, 
under the conirol of the Treasury Department; yet 
that it has the power to make the survey by the em- 
ployment in it of the officers of the army and navy. 
I am not now going into an argument to show 
that Congress cannot do it under the commercial 

ower. The argument is precisely that which [ 
ve heretofore presented in respect to its power 


we are called on for $12,000 | 


was an aggregate sum of $186,000. Looking at 
the ten sections of this report, the ninth asks for 
$14,000 for the Pacific coast. As that sum was 
included, he desired to know whence the neces- 
sitv of this increase of the appropriation. 

Mr. VINTON made a brief explanation, to the 
| effect, that the estimates were made a year ago, 
| and did not apply to the present state of things, 
great changes having taken place. This was ex- 
| plained in the letter of Dr. Bache, which had been 
read. The difficulty of keeping the men in the 
| vessels on the coast of California and Oregon, 
| rendered it necessary to increase their pay, and 
| this rendered it necessary to increase the appro- 
priations. 

On motion the committee rose, and its Chairman 








| reported progress. 


NEW MEMBER. 

Mr. GRINNELL introduced Hon. Samuen A. 
Exxrot, Representative elect from the First Con- 
gressional district of Massachusetts, to fill the va- 
caney occasioned by the resignation of Hon. R. 
C. Winthrop. 

Mr. Ex.ior was qualified, and took his seat. 


POST-ROUTES. 


} Mr. POTTER said, he desired to give notice 


that to-morrow he should move to take up the 
post-route bill in Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and requested members who 
wished to make any corrections of the bill, to give 


' him early notice, : 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


const, or whether any, portion of it should be ap- 


Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, inquires ; 

understood the gentleman rhoes Ohio or ely > 
intention to move to lay aside ivi * 
tomas bill ? ymvn tere te, ane dip 

r. POTTER replied, that he supposed j 

take but a few minutes to dispose of that, bill 
committee; after which he should immediaie|, 
move to take up the -route bill. y 


On mot.on by Mr. BURT, the House adjourne) 


PETITION, 
The following petition was presented und 
rule, and referred to the appropriate setvinloe,.” 


By Mr. ANDERSON : The petition of W. H, Rogers 
Tennessee, asking compensation as Chaplain w a Brig. of 
in the Mexican war. Wade 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, Jugust 22, 1850. 

Mr. BERRIEN presented the memorial of Dut 
Green, agent of the Georgia Exporting Compan 
asking that the Secretary of the Navy may be - 
thorized by law to contract with that company fo, 
the construction and: employment in the mail ser. 
vice of the Government of five steamships; wh.) 
was referred to the Committee on Naval Affrir 

| and the motion to print referred to the Commitiee 
on Printing. 

Mr. HAMLIN submitted documents in relation 
to repairs and alterations in the building used fy, 
the sessions of the United States courts for thy 
district of Maine; which were referred to th 
Committee on Finance. 

THE CENSUS BILL. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I ask of the Senate to 
insist upon the amendments made to the bill in re. 
lation to the census, and to agree to the conference 
asked by the House, and that conferees may be 
arpainaat 

he motion was agreed to. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I now move that the 
committee be appointed by the Chair, and consist 
of three members. 

The motion was agreed to, and 

The PRESIDENT named. Messrs. Unnen- 
woop, Davis, of Massachusetts, and Davis, of 
Mississippi, as such committee. 

THE TARIFF. 

Mr. BALDWIN. I have a memorial which | 
am requested to present to the Senate, signed by a 
large number of citizens of Farmington, Hartford 
county, Connecticut, representing that they are an 
agricultural and manufacturing community, and 
praying for such alteration in our tariff laws as 
will, without increasing the revenue, afford inci- 
dental protection to the manufactures of our own 
country, and particularly praying for the substitu- 
tion of specific duties in lieu of the system of ad 
valorem duties. IL ask the reference of the petition 
to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

CONNECTICUT RESOLUTIONS ON SLAVERY. 

Mr. BALDWIN. I am requested to present to 
the Senate, resolutions of the Legislature of Con- 
necticut, passed at the late session of the General 
Assembly of that State, upon the subject of sla- 
very, which I ask may be read, laid on the table, 
and printed. ' 

The resolutions were read. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. There are several 
important propositions in these resolutions. One, 
I believe, is the emancipation of the slaves in the 
District of Columbia, by making due compensa- 
tion therefor. I should be glad to hear from the 
mover where the money is to come from. 

Mr. BALDWIN. If believe the resolutions are 
not debatable upon a motion to lay them on the 
table. {It is not my intention to engage at all in 
the discussion of the propositions passed by the 
Legislature of my State, and I have submitted 
them for the consideration of the Senate, in obe- 
dience to the request of that Legislature. My 
present object is simply to have them laid on the 
table and printed, and if, hereafter, it shall be 
deemed desirable to discuss the several proposi- 
tions contained in them, then [ shall be ready to 
respond to the call made upon me. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. As I did not hear 
any of the Senator’s answer, I will ask him 
another question, whether these are resolutions of 
the re, and if so, whether the Senator has 
been requested to present them? 
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